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Who may compete? 

To be eligible to compete, a member needs to be of the membership categories as per 
the current SLSA Competition Handbook. 

Members wishing to compete in Under 14 events at any time of the year must be a 
proficient Surf Rescue Certificate holder and complete the required patrol hours. 

 Further and more detailed information regarding Patrol Hours and Competition can be 
 obtained in SLSA Policy 5.4 - Proficiency and Patrol Hour Requirements for Competition 
 Eligibility at http://www.slsa.com.au

Late Proficiencies 

After 31st December, 2009, any member who seeks to complete a proficiency check and 
be eligible to enter in any carnival including Branch, NSW Country, NSW Interbranch, 
NSW State and the Australian Championships (including IRB Championships), must 
apply in writing to the State Director of Lifesaving, clearly identifying the reasons why 
they did not complete the proficiency check by 31st December, 2009. The SLSNSW 
Director of Lifesaving may consider the request and deny approval, or endorse and 
forward the details to the SLSNSW Director of Surf Sports who will consult with the 
SLSNSW Director of Lifesaving when considering each request.  

Who shall be exempt from patrols? 

A club may give special consideration for full or partial exemption from patrol obligations 
to members who fall into any of the following categories: 

·  Principle Club Office Bearers, e.g., President, Club Captain, Chief Instructor, 
Secretary, Junior Activities Officer. 

·  Life Members. (Automatic full exemption - SLSA Rules and Regulations).
·  Long Service Members. (Automatic full exemption - SLSA Rules and Regulations).
·  Active Reserve Members. (Automatic partial exemption - SLSA Rules and 

Regulations).
·  Members carrying out duties in other areas such as instruction, offshore rescue 

boat, aerial services, support services and similar areas of active surf life saving. 
·  Members on special Association assignment, i.e., members of representative 

teams, instructional teams, etc. 
·  Members holding office in the Association at Branch, State or National level. 

Such exemptions must be constituted by the club, and individuals who meet criteria 
should be noted in club Minutes, and endorsed by the respective Branch. When 
applying for exemptions, which are not automatic under SLSA Rules and Regulations, 
copies of all relevant documents, e.g., extracts from Constitutions and/or Minutes of 
Club General Meeting should be attached. 

All exemptions must be applied for annually and sub mitted for approval by 31 st

December, 2009. 
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Patrol hour checking 

Branch Officials may carry out checks on patrol hour obligations on any club within their 
Branch.  Surf Life Saving New South Wales may carry out checks or request a Branch 
to carry out the check on their behalf.  

With regard to entries submitted for competition events, it will be the responsibility of the 
Club Officer completing the declaration on the form to ensure all members nominated 
are proficient, financial and have completed the patrol obligations required by the club 
and are entered in SurfGuard.  

There will be a random check of patrol logs for one club from each branch prior to the 
State Championships. 

Clubs attending carnivals 

Clubs attending a surf sports carnival during the patrol season must: 

·  Ensure that there is a rostered patrol on the beach that meets the patrol 
obligations of the club; otherwise the club is ineligible to compete. 

·  Competitors rostered for patrol duty have a substitution, or are ineligible to 
compete. 

Timetable of when hours are to be carried out 
Patrol hours and minimum strengths are determined annually in consultation with the 
NSW Director of Lifesaving, Branch Director of Lifesaving and the Club. 

Lifesaving Services are expected to patrol on Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays 
from the Saturday 3rd October 2009 to Sunday 26 April 2010 as per the Lifesaving 
Service Agreement.  

Support Operations 
Hours accumulated during volunteer patrols in specialist areas such as Offshore Rescue 
Boats, Aerial Services, Radio Commands and Water Safety are acceptable to meet the 
member’s personal patrol hour obligations set by the club. Members of these services 
should still carry out the club patrol obligations if required by their respective clubs. 

Duty Officers will also receive Patrol Hours for the time that they are activated for an 
incident 
  
Members performing water safety for Junior Activities at club activities (not carnivals) 
are permitted to have these hours accredited to their club personal patrol hours, if 
rostered for water safety duty and the hours are entered in the log book. 


