






























keenness of the crew members was always evident , 
and this is a big factor in moulding a successful crew. 

Training provided no barrier, as all members found 
the necessary time to attend, not only our sessions 
on the Parramatta River, but those organised on the 
Broadwater, and also our conditioning classes at the 
Gosford Youth Centre early in the season. · 

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to Ashley 
Churches on behalf of the crew. "Ash" acted as our 
trainer-sweep during our sessions on the river at 
Abbotsford, and was ready at all times to attend 
training. 

Our Junior crew, after an ' impressive first race at 
Ocean Beach, only competed at the following Shelley 
Beach Carnival before lack of interest began to set in. 

Several new members were tried out but did not 
show sufficient interest to carry on. 

Our Senior A crew finished first across the line on 
13 occasions, six of these being in the finals. Our success 
in the big ones, N.S.W. Championships, Interstate 
Carnival and Australian Championships, were marred 
by bad starts and finishes. 

At the State titles at Corrimal Beach, after con
vincingly winning one of the toughest heats in the 
morning the crew was badly left at the start in the 
quarter-iinal and just failed to qualify. At the Inter-

:-.state Carnival at Clifton Beach, Tasmania, we again 
.·.won our heat and had the semi-final sewn up for first 

place when we came into a collission with the ~rew 
from Warrnambool, both boats being swamped and 
badly holed. 

The Point Leo crew, from Victoria, coming in third 
place, went on to finish first in the final, and second in 
the final of the Australian Championship. 

. Our efforts in our heat of the Australian Champion
ship was ~eatly marred by the late night previously 
s_pent repairing the large hole in the bow of our boat. 
Our thanks go to the local boat builder by the name 
of Jock Muir who provided the materials and assisted 
us with the repair work which enabled us to use our 
. boat in the championship. All these materials were 
provided free of cost. 

One race result which caused no real surprise was 
our B crew's win in the final of the Senior Surf Boat 
Race Championship, held this season on our own beach 
here at Avoca. Possibly our strongest B crew put 
together all season, consisting of M. Tamblyn, Dennis 
Gee, K. Bootle, D. Barker and Frank Grayndler as 
sweep. This was their second win for the season. Our 
A crew, after leading their heat back to the beach, 
broached at the last minute and were swamped and 
eliminated from the final. 

Our boats and associated equipment were highly 
.•• mainta.ined throughout the season, and our only loss 
,•.· f eqmpment was an oar broken at North Avoca, but 

one major loss was the burning of our old boat, "Surf 
Queen," by vandals at Abbotsford. The boat was stored 
on the edge of the Parramatta River, as was the case 
during last season, for the purpose of training. How
ever, according to a police report, some person or 
persons threw a match or cigarette on the tarpaulin 
cover, which cauibt aliaht. This in tum ignited the 
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boat and caused the inside to be reduced to a charred 
heap. Prompt action by Ron Bailey, who dashed from 
his boat shed and threw buckets of w- over the 
flames, prevented the blaze from spre 

SOCIAL ACTIVITifa. 
Social activities within the Club an:! iargely asso

ciated wit~ fund raising. The past season has been 
no exception, and has been very rewarding in this 
respect. 

Socially, the season began with the Annual Smoko 
Two such functions were to be held during the season· 
the second being the Annual Reunion. ' 

Throughout the season a number of Club members 
got together and barbecues were held. These were quite 
popular and successful. Now that the Club has its 
own barbecue outfit, for which thanks must be extended 
to Ron Way and Gerry Hoban, these functions will 
surely become a regular feature of Club life . 

A new innovation this year was the introduction 
of a. Child~en's Christmas Party. From reports, it was 
received with a very favourable reception from all in 
atte;11da_nce. Th~ senior body should be congratulated 
on its mterest m the youngsters, as this is where the 
Club m!-ls~ draw its strength in the not so distant future. 
Apprec1at10n must be extended to Tony Licciardo who 
made the afternoon the success it was by his appear
ance as Santa Claus. 

Of the social fund-raising asl?ect, it is gratifying to 
report that the dances held durmg the season appear 
to have regained their popularity of years gone by, 
and considerable funds were realised . 

Housie nights, which ran throughout January were 
OI!-Ce again a. major source of gaining revenue, 'along 
with the daily raffles. The Management Committee 
commends those members who assisted with the control 
of these activities. As we all realise, this is rather 
dull ~ut necessary work. If members visualise the 
financial rewards on a Club level, which in tum means 
more and better equipment and facilities for the in
dividual, so it should be remembered that many hands 
make heavy work light. 

The Central Coast League's Club again was the 
venue for two g~mes nights during the season. The 
very large gathermg at the first night, while receiving 
very good support from members and families was 
greatly bolstered by holidaymakers which enabl~d us 
to qualify for the maximum donation. The second night 
did not receiv~ the same response, but the Club none
theless appreciated the support and the donation. If 
we are lucky enough to have the same opportunity 
next 5.eason perhaps it may be arranged, if possible, to 
have more games provided. 

Many members spent an enjoyable day at the bowls 
day put on by the Avoca Beach Bowling Club both 
on and off the greens, and at the barbecue afterwards. 
This was a most rewarding function financially as far 
as our club was concerned. Personalities of the day 
perhaps were Arthur McCudden who refused to bowl 
anythmg except over-arm, and keith (hip flask) Van 
Haren. 



Finally, the climax to the social season was the 
Annual Presentation NiiJ:it, held on April 26, 1969. Once 
again this was the highlight of the year, not only to 
those members who received trophies, but to all of the 
120 people who were in attendance. 

FIRST AID 
During the season 70 persons were given first aid 

treatment. The majority of cases were minor cuts and 
abrasions, and the inevitable blue bottle stings. Un• 
fortunate1y, however, there were a few more serious 
injuries requiring attention on a higher level. 

Although there is still room for improvement, it 
is pleasing to report the generally ~ood standard of 
tidiness maintained by members usmg the first aid 
room and equipment, and proper entnes being made 
in the report book. 

NIPPERS 
With a membership of 57, the Juvenile Club com

pleted a successful year, after having been well repre
sented at all Central Coast Carnivals and at the State 
titles. · 

Our members dominated malibu board and signal 
competitions throughout the season, but unfortunately 
after many years as the top swimming club we were 
pushed into second position by the strong North Avoca 
team. 

Avoca Club was awarded the Signals Shield for 
winning the competition which was conducted by the 
Branch at all carnivals held during the season. 

Five of our members will have turned 14 before 
1st Octobe~, 1969, and it is expected that four of these 
will enter me Cadets with Qualifying Certificates. 

It is of interest to note that five past members 
of the Juvenile Club are now Bronze Medallion holders, 
and seven past members have their Qualifying Cer
tificates. All are active Surf Club members. 

This year we have eighteen 10 and 11 year olds, and 
these boys will be going into the Senior Club in the 
next two or three years. If these lads are to be pro
ficient and useful senior members it will be necessary 
for the Senior Club to take a more active interest in 
their training than was the case during the year just 
completed. This year 95 per cent. of the coaching of 
the Juniors was left to one experienced man.l Ron Way. 
Our success in the Branch titles, with six nrsts, three 
seconds and five thirds, indicates the am0"1nt of time 
he has devoted to the boys. But this is not good enough 
if the boys are to develop into worthwhile senior mem
bers. The Juniors need individual coaching in R. and 
R, march past and water and beach events. Our 
R.: and It and march past standard is very poor, and 
the only reason our swimmers lost their position in 
the Central Coast Branch was because the lads had not 
been coached. It is felt that this matter should receive 
~e1"\ous consideration by the Senior Club. 

Our third Annual Carnival, held on New Year's Day, 
was a well organised and successful event. 

Our thanks go to President Bryce Norman for his 
he}p and guidance throughout the year, and to Jim 
Harpur and other senior members for the example 
they set and the patience they show to the boys. Thanks 
also to Cec Norman and her helpers for providing 
refreshments when called upon to do so. 
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CONCLUSION 
I would like to thank those Club members wh , 

supplied me with reports and any other informatio 
needed for the compilation of this Annual Report an 
Fnancial Statement. 

Thanks also to my fellow Committeemen for thei1 
assistance during the season. 

Forgive me for any errors in, or omissions fro 
this report. 

Finally, I wish you all the very best for a safe anc 
successful surfing season for 1969-70. . 

ARTHUR McCUDDEN 
Hon. Secretary 

PRESIDENT'S ADDENDUM 
Gentlemen, 

Having perused this Annual Report, I must first! 
congratulate our Secretary, Arthur McCudden. for coml 
pilini same, and also those officers of the Club fo1 
providing the Secretary with their individual reports 
as he found these most helpful in his efforts. 

This report is a very direct and truthful accoun1 
of our Club's activities in all phases for 1968-69. A~ 
is pointed out, the deficiencies in our activities mus1 
be rectified in the coming season, especially patrol 
efficiency. Most members are aware thaf variations ~ 
the Handbook are fairly extensive, and this will meaD 

Bryce 
Norman 
President 

all active and active reserve members will be expected 
to do a re\ ision course to bring them up to date on 
new procedures. 

Overall, gentle en our Club has fared well over 
the past season. and _ zratulate all members for 
this happy position, · - hers of the Managemen( 
Committee for piloting: Cl· b . through anothe1 
successful season. ~ =enows. 

In the coming sea.so::. I · en: ~ge much activity in 
many directions and bers this will mean your 
full efforts and co-o ra ·oo rill be required to keep 
the Avoca Beach LS.C. on the top rung of the 
ladder. 

Wishing all e bers a safe and happy 1969-70 
surfing season. 

B. NORMAN, President, 1968-69. 
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