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Our appreciation is expressed to the followi·ng for their direct and 

indirect financial assistance throughout the season: 

AVOCA BEACH LADIES AUXILIARY 
AVOCA BEACH BOWLING CLUB 
CENTRAL COAST LEAGUES CLUB LIMITED 
ALUMINIUM COMPONENTS PTY. LIMITED 
N. & M. HUNTER ESTATE AGENTS 
RADIO 2GO 
T.N.T. 
GRAWI LL MOTORS 
PETER JAMES SPORTS STORE 
LOCAL BUSINESS HOUSES 
GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL 
N.S.W. STATE GOVERNMENT 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
VILLAGE BUTCHERY WYOMING 
ERINA HEIGHTS HOTEL 
KINCUMBER HOTEL 
TRAVEL SCENE 
GOSFORD GREYHOUND RACING CLUB 
NORMAN ROSS DISCOUNTS 
PERFECTION CLEANERS 
CENTRAL COAST EXPRESS 
BRISBANE WATER GLASS 
NORM SMITH REAL ESTATE 
BEACH FRONT STORE, AVOCA BEACH 
CLANCY'S BRAKE SERVICE 'i 

MONIER PTY. LIMITED 
S.T.C. 
MAYNE NICKLESS +\ 
UNITED PERMANENT BUILDING SOCIETY 
R.S.L. BUILDING SOCIETY 
AVOCA BEACH RECREATION CLUB 
MALLINSONS 
MARKETOWN GOSFORD 
GOSFORD SCRAP METAL 
DALE CUSTOM TRAILERS 
I.C.I. AUSTRALIA PTY. LIMITED 
DOBSONS PHARMACY 
JUDDS PHARMACY 
RECKITT AND COLEMAN 
GOSFORD PRINTING COMPANY 
THE RESIDENTS AND VISITORS OF AVOCA BEACH AND TO ALL THOSE WHO 

HAVE ASSISTED US IN ANY WAY. 

COVER - President Bryce Norman 



AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 

52nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 52nd Annual General Meeting of the Avoca 
Beach Surf Ufe Saving Club will be held in the club house on Sunday, 24th 
August, 1980 commencing at 10 a.m. 

BUSINESS 

1. To confirm the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. 

2. To deal with any business arising out of such Minutes. 

3. To deal with any relevant correspondence. 

4. To ·receive and -adopt the Annual -Report and. Financial Statement. 

5. To elect Office Bearers for the 1980-81 season. 

6. To transact any further business which may be brought before the Meeting. 

Notice is hereby given that Annual Membership Subscriptions are now due 
and payable as follows:-

ACTIVE MEMBERS .. 

ACTIVE RESERVE 

CADETS 

NIPPERS & NIPPERETTES 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS .... 

$2.00 

$4.00 

$1.00 

$0.50 

$5.00 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Due to the acceptance of females as active members within the Surf Life 
Saving Movement it is moved-

"To alter, where necessary all clauses of the Club Constitution to permit 
full inclusion for members of both sexes, using the standard clauses as recently 
circulated by N.S.W. State Centre." 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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AVOCA BEACH S.L.S.C. 

OFFICE BEARERS 1979-80 SEASON 

PATRONS: E. A. Poole, N. Duff, N. Smith~ N. Byrnes, B. Frost, M~ Hunter 
PRESIDENT: B. Norman 
SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT: R. Way 
VICE-PRESIDENTS: R. Horneman, J. Harpur, B. Cahill, N. Boden, N. Smith, A. 

Licciardo, G. Sherwin, J. Mitchell (Snr.}, N. Cannon 
SECRETARY: B. Jones 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: M. Tamblyn 
TREASURER: T. Gavenlock 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: N. Robinson 
CLUB CAPTAIN: G. Love 
VICE-CAPTAIN: B. Low 
JUNIOR CAPTAIN: M. Walters 
BOAT CAPTAIN: R. Gee 
VICE-BOAT CAPTAIN: D. Gee 
BOARD CAPTAIN: J. Horneman 
VICE-BOARD CAPTAIN: D., O'Grady 
SKI CAPTAIN: C. Bond 
VICE-SKI CAPTAIN: G. Malone 
PUBLICITY OFFICER: R. Gee 
GEAR STEWARD: C. Kelly 
ASSISTANT GEAR STEWARDS: B. Norman, S. Perry, D. Hoban, D. Patton, M, 

Walters, D. O'Grady, N. Robinson 
CHIEF INSTRUCTOR: P. Kelly 
ASSISTANT INSTRUCTORS: A. Hoban, M. Kendal, G. Sherwin, C. Kelly, C. McCann, 

W. Rose, N. Smith, Q. Riley, F. Byrne 
RADIO OFFICER: N. Boden 
FIRST AID OFFICER: G. Thomson 
HONORARY MEDICAL OFFICERS: Drs. Kennedy, McGuiness, Reddell, Clarke, Paul, 

Hurley, Wood, Biggin, Way, Kewley, Mackie 
SOCIAL SECRETARY: E. Walters 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: N. Robinson, J. Harpur, C. Kelly, T. Gavenlock, R. Fyffe, 

S. Perry, I. Parker 
NIPPER SECRETARY: G. Minnis 
REGISTRAR: M. Tamblyn 
I.R.B. CAPTAIN: L. Thorncroft 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: M. Kendal, B. Cahill, G. Hoban, H. King, D. Gee 
HOUSE COMMITTEE: G. Miller •. J. Harpur, R. Way 
COMPETITION SECRETARY: G. Malone 
COMPETITION COMMITTEE: R. Horneman, D. O'Grady, J. Horneman, P. Hoban, 

R. C~irncross. D. Gee, M. Walters, C. Kelly, S. Perry, R. Gee, C. Bond, 
N. Kibble, L. Cook 

BUILDING COMMITTEE: P. McKay, B. Cahill 
TRUSTEES: G. Miller, P. Britton 
HON. LEGAL ADVISORS: Messrs. Rutledge, Smith & lloyd 
HON. AUDITOR: J. Cheadle 
FINANCF: COMMITTt=.:E: N. Robinson, E. Walters, A. Hoban, R. Fyffe 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: G. Love, P. Kelly, M. Walters, R. Way, H. King, B. Jones, 

B. Low 

LIFE MEMBERS: E. Benson (deceased), J. Harpur, R. Way, B. Norman, B. Maloney 
(deceased), A. Pickett, R. Pickett, K. Ross (deceased), C. H. Smith (de· 
ceased), J. Wood (deceased), J. Heazlett (deceased), E. A. Poole, 
C. Barker, R. Gee 
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J. Adamski 
J. Andrews 
G. Akitinhead 
S. Andrews 
D. Barker 
N. Boden 
F. Byrne 
K. Byrnes 
K. Bootie 
M. Braund 
L. Babinski 
E. Baker 
G. Bell 
T. Bowcock 
P. Brunt 
R. Baden 
c. Bond 
D. Broadbent 
L. Cook 
J. Cheadle 
S. Cannon 
N. Cannon 
R. Cairncross 
G. Cahill 
J. Cook 
B. Charge 
A. Collins 
B. Cahill 
S. DUon 
M. Dean 
D. O'Donnell 
B. Ellis 
R. Earl 
W. Edwards 
J. Eagles 
R. Fyffe 
K. Fitzgerald 
F. Fitzsimons 
W. Fuller 
R. Gee 
D. Gee 
P. Gee 
B. Gregory 
B. Grace 
B. Goffett 
T. Gavenlock 
G. Gavin 
N. Gundry 
R. Haynes 
A. Hoban 

R. Adams 
P. Andrews 
P. Britton 
D. Bowtell 
A. Bower 
N. Byrnes 
A. Bruce 
T. Burnett 
L. Butler 
C. Benson 
W. Bogaard 

ACTIVE & ACTIVE RESERVE MEMBERS 
D. Hoban 
P. Hoban 
G. Haban 
G. Hoban 
N. Hillyard 
A. Hodges 
G. Harvey 
S. Harpur 
J. Horneman 
P. Horneman 
G. Head 
R. Houlahan 
P. Houlahan 
B. Jones 
G. Jarmaine 
S. Jackson 
M. Kendal 
C. Ke.Jy 
P. Kelly 
H. King 
M. Keily 
P. Kelly 
N. Kibble 
R. Kinnard 
G. King 
I. Lambert 
G. Love 
B. Low 
R. Lloyd 
J. Leva 
A. Love 
D. Lewsam 
R. Murray 
G. Malone 
I. Messenger 
B. Mitchell 
J. Mitchell 
J. Mitchell 
M. Margin 
M. Middleton 
S. Muter 
I. Minnis 
G. Maskell 
P. McKay 
J. McAtamney 
C. McCann 
R. Norman 
B. Neal 
D. O'Grady 
B. Paterson 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
F. Buckley 
G. Brand 
C. Bond 
C. Barker 
0. Cook 
S. Close 
N. Cannon 
M. Clarke 
K. Cheadle 
I. Dunlop 
W. Dobinson 
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R. Paterson 
I. Parker 
M. Patton 
A. Peebles 
P. Powell 
C. Perry 
S. Perry 
D. Patton 
R. Parsons 
L. Pearson 
W. Parnell 
Q. Riley 
W. Rose 
S. Roach 
A. Robinson 
D. Rowcliff 
S. Rawling 
G. Ritchie 
M. Sainsbury 
G. Sherwin 
F. Spindler 
N. Smith 
B. Scott 
G. Smith 
J. Sibree 
D. Schu:l 
M. Tamblyn 
G. Thomson 
L. Thorncroft 
D. Tye 
N. Tuddenham 
C. Taylor 
S. Tonkin 
N. Toft 
B. Tuddenham 
L. Upston 
D. Viegel 
D. Whitnall 
M. Whitnall 
B. Valance 
T. Way 
T. Wilson 
T. Woodward 
M. Walters 
S. Weller 
A. Welsh 
R. Weber 
K. Webster 
D. Wilson 
A. Wilson 

N. Duff 
B. Dorrell 
P. Derwent 
D. Dwight 
W. Dunlop 
A. Ellis 
R. Eddy 
R. Ftttock 
B. frost 
E: Faulder 
W. Frogley 



P. George 
R. Gray 
P. Griffiths 
R. Grant 
A. Harvey 
J. Harpur 

R. Marsden 
G. MiLer 
E. Mitchell 
B. Muter 
D. Malone 
J. Moore 

J. Hennessey 
R. Horneman 
G. Hunt 
B. Haldeman 
J. Hedge 

P. McAtamney 
A. McCudden 
T. McCarthy 
M. McAuliffe 
B. Norman 

N. Hunter 
B. Hull 
T. Hunter 
M. Hoban 
M. Hunter 
B. Jacobs 
K. Johns 
H. Jones 
K. Jones 
F. Kitto 
J. lemmon 
G. Laing 
A. Licciardo 
R. lowe 
J. Mitchell 

R. Norman 
D. Needham 
A. Nowland 
B. Overdon 
B. Overdon 
R. O'Grady 
l. Olsen 
F. Perry 
F. Parker 
I. Pickett 
S. Player 
P. Patton 
E. Poo!e 
R. Pickett 
A. Pickett 

LADIES AUXILIARY 
D. M~Atamney · J. King 
B. Boden P. Junt 
M. Flint J. Kelly 
N. love J. Dorrell 
J. Grace J. King 
G. Frogley I. Townsend 
H. Walters P. Gee 
N. Robinson S. McCiuskie 
P. Jones A. Cahill 
N. Gee V. Nowland 
G. lawrence J. Mulhall 
E. Spindler G. Parsons 
J. Morris M. Parnell 
M. Boot•e J. Faulder 
J. Soindler G. Hoban 
M. Gaven'ock V. Stout 
D. Livingstone C. Vassalls 

Ufe Members: J. Harpur, A. Britton, C. Nonnan 

5 YEARS 
G. Durie 
S. King 
B. Longmore 

6 YEARS 
D. Gavenlock 

7 YEARS 
S. Chell 
G. Kelly 
T. Nichols 
J. Gavenlock 
M. Atkinson 

NIPPERS 

A. Harris 
B. McKay 
M. Warrilow 

T. Gee 

Q. Fyffe 
S. Kidd 
C. Short 
R. lane 

4 

S. Pickett 
M. Parsons 
W. Powell 
E. Reynolds 
N. Robinson 
A. Scott 
P. Smith 
N. Sainsbury 
T. Simpson 
C. Smith 
J. Spindler 
C. Tate 
R. Tate 
S. Tinker 
J. Valance 
R. Way 
F. Warnock 
E. Walters 
A. White 
M. Walker 
I. Walsh 
K. Worrall 
G. Wilson 
E. Welsh 
R. Weller 

H. Peebles 
J. Poole 
R. Ellis 
N. Thomson 
G. Goffett 
P. Perry 
P. Adams 
R. Sainsbury 
I. Perry 
J. Gee 
M. Fyffe 
J. Bowcock 
R. Tinker 
H. Benson 
J. Hoban 
l. Gray 

C. Kelly 
T. Hughes 
M. Kaki 

B. Gee 
D. Messenger 
M. Wilkins 
M. Mitchell 



8 YEARS 
G. Bourre 
M. Frog:ey 
D. Mcintosh 
B. Hoban 
J. Upston 

9 YEARS 
P. Broadbent 
G. Harrison 
B. Kreger 
R. Wilkins 
D. Lyons 

10 YEARS 
S. Barnett 
R. Knibb 
D. Noble 
A. Parker 

11 YEARS 
R. Boden 
J. Knibb 
D. Williams 
M. Harvey 
P. Weller 

12 YEARS 
D. Byrne 
M. Guthman 
J. Miils 
P. Spence 
J. Manners 

13 YEARS 
K. Barnett 
I. Minnis 
D. Singh 

6 YEARS 
J. Baker 

7 YEARS 
F. Minnis 

8 YEARS 
K. Baker 
K. Paterson 
K. Stewart 

9 YEARS 
A. Clapshaw 
J. low 
E. Minnis 

10 YEARS 
S. Mi'ls 
T. Rix 
V. Riley 

J 1 YEARS 
S. Bowcock 
S. Middleton 
L. Tye 

S. Byrne 
G. Hughes 
B. Short 
D. Yeo 
M. Robb 

A. Foster 
A. Jones 
R. Shaw 
M. Hoban 
J. Atkinson 

G. Head 
G. Mcintosh 
P. Singh 
J. Ayres 

S. Gridland 
G. Pauett 
A. Demiri 
S. Wheatley 

B. Bryant 
T. Kreger 
S. Paterson 
M. Sainsbury 
B. McCosker 

S. Jackson 
A. Robinson 
M.Nowland 

NIPPERETTES 

S. Jones 

A. Pauett 

K. Faulker 
L. Parnell 
R. Tye 

L. Ellis 
D; Messenger 
J. Parkin 

L. Nowland 
C. Sainsbury 

B. Horn 
A. Sainsbury 
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S. Durbridge 
D. Love 
B. Spence 
C. Tamblyn 
B. Tinker 

A. Gray 
H. Jones 
B. Thorncroft 
V. Lane 

L. Hunt 
A. Powell 
L. Wi:son 
J. Tinker 

J. Kidd 
N. Tamblyn 
C. McCosker 
D. Peebles 

K. Collins 
P. Lemmon 
C. Perry 
D. Rose 
C. Lapworth 

A. Gilbert 
M. Shaw 

K. Hoban 

B. Thorncroft 

T. Mulhall 
S. Rix 
L. Gaven:ock 

N. Hoban 
L. Messenger 
K. Hoban 

N. Perry 
K. Sainsbury 

B. Jones 
J. Stout 



12 YEARS 
J. Bowcock K. Lawrence L. Semmler 
K. Hinchc[iff 

13 YEARS 
M. Dorrell N. Jackson s. Livingston 
C. Middleton D. Schull L. Walters 
B. Welsh 

14 YEARS 
M. Budd K. Hoban J. Hoban 
J. Minnis D. Semmler 

15 YEARS 
L. Benson s. Paterson S. Wilson 

16 YEARS 
S. Bisgrove A. Dorrell L. Wilson 

17 YEARS 18 YEARS 
K. Hoban A. Dorrell 

Geoff Thomson, proud March Past Coach receives the Express Shield from Col 
Barker representing . the Express. 
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AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
1979-80 

51st ANNUAL REPORT 
AND 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Fellow Members, 
On behalf of the Club Committee I 

submit for your consideration and adop
tion the 51st Annual Report and Finan
cial Statement covering the activities for 
your Club for the 1979-80 season. 

The 1979-80 season proved to be one 
of the biggest to date commencing with 
the Annual General Meeting in August 
where all office bearers were elected and 
the season began in earnest. 

At the A.G.M. three members namely 
Col Barker, Richard Gee and Ted Poole 
had the honour of Life Membership be
stowed upon them. When you consider 
the performance of many Club members 
over . the years to have your efforts re
warded by ·ufe Membership within the 
Club is something to be very. proud of. 
To these three members I again offer 
the Club's congratulations. 

Life Members elected at the 51st A.G.M. 
l-R: Richard Gee, Col Barker, Ted Poole 

With the early start to the season the 
General Management Committee and vari
ous sub-committee's were able to pre
pare for the busy times ahead~ With the 
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introduction of a Proficiency Test for 
every active/ active reserve member now 
being compulsory the Club Captain experi
enced a very busy start to t he season 
but as usual Grahame love phased in this 
new concept satisfactorily. 

After about two years of planning the 
time arrived in November, 1979 to cele
brate our 50th Anniversary and even 
though this is the subject of a separate 
report within these pages one must make 
.comment on the organisation, the in
volvement of both new and old members, 
the achievement of the aims of holding 
the celebrations and the publication of 
the 50th year book "Why and later" of 
which all were excellent. Except for those 
directly involved I believe that the aver
age member did not expect such a pro
fessional well organised presentation and 
full marks and congratulations must go 
to Ted Poole for his total involvement in 
that project. 

Being only involved in the life saving 
movement for a limited number of years 
and after hearing all the stories and tales 
of how they did it in the old days, the 
discussions one had with the old mem
bers, and to see them come back to the 
Club after many years absence, one can 
realise what comradeship within the 
movement is like and perhaps this -is 
what makes it such a good organisation . 

Another milestone in surf life saving 
was realised this year when it was an
nounced that females can join the move
ment as full members. Some males have 
passed adverse comments on this de
cision but when you look at the total 
concept openly the surf life saving move
ment and this club can benefit greatly. 
The females will be subjec~ to the same 
examinations and tests as the males and 
if they have . the ability to pass these 
examinations why can't they become life 
savers. No doubt there will be teething 
problems in the initial years but with 
open discussion and consideration of 
each problem as it ·arises they will soon 
be resolved. On a local level this club 
will accept female members and they will 
be subjected to the same rules and re-



Bob Cairncross presenting Bryce Ellis 
with Club Award for winning Australian 

Cadet Board Display Championship. 

gulations as the males. They will be 
governed by the Management Committee 
and the Club Constitution in relation to 
their involvement so please give them a 
fair go. 

Congratulations must go to all club 
members for their efforts this year as 
your combined performance contributed 
to our club being named as the Central 
Coast Branch Club Of The Year. Also the 
effectiveness of the patrol members was 
noted and recorded when it was announc
ed that the club had won the Branch 
Patrol Efficiency Competition. A most re
warding result. 

As reported in latter pages a very suc
cessful competitive SP.ason was experi
enced by the club and congratulations 
must go to every competitor within the 
club . . Your standard at Club, Branch, 
State and Austra~ian levels is a credit to 
yourselves and the club. One must make 
comment on the competitive perform
ances of the cadets and juniors such as 
Brad Paterson, Bryce Ellis, Adam Robin
son, Mark Sainsbury, Jon Cook and Ste
wart Jackson just to name a few. The 
years ahead look very promising if we 
can maintain the interest of these boys. 
One way to do this will eventuate this 
year when the club will arrange and con
duct a weekend away for the younger 
members of the club. This has been dis· 
cussed for some 15 months and at one 
stage it was arranged· but due to last 

minute representations the decision was 
made to again cancel. At this stage it is 
proposed to conduct this weekend near- . 
er to the commencement of the surfing 
season and this wi.l be subject to separ· 
ate advice to all members as the time 
draws nearer. The main point which 
should be made is that the club is at
tempting to do something for. junior mem
bers and it is up to the junior members 
to respond or to indicate what they want. 

Another new innovation this year was 
the club "Think Tank." Basically all mem
bers were asked to attend a special meet
ing and give their views on certain topics 
relating to club management and involve
ment, etc. Minutes of the meeting were 
kept for guidance for the incoming Man
agement Committee. The basic concept of 
the "think tank" is excellent but perhaps 
a little more freedom of speech or pre
sentation of ideas could be allowed for 
this type of meeting. Of course, again the 
success of this meeting revolves around 
you the club member. . . 

Financially the club was very act1ve th1s 
year but again there is still r~om for 
improvement. When you become mvolved 
in the mechanism of club management 
you realise that not only do we have a 
responsibility to maintain the standard of 
safety on the beach but we also have a 
very big responsibility to ourselves and 
those who financially support us. We must 
plan and look to the future now. 

As previously advised due to personal 
reasons Bryce Norman has announced his 
retirement as Club President. What can 
one say when a President reti~es. after so 
many years especially when 1t IS a guy 
like Bryce. Perhaps it would be best to 
quote the words of Bob Cairncr?ss - "I 
think if Avoca was to have a kmg Bryce 
Norman would be the King of Avoca -
he gives a lot of time and a lot of effort 
and he asks for no reward." To Bryce on 
behalf of all the members of Avoca Beach 
Surf Life Saving Club all I can say is many 
thanks for everything. · 

Also unfortunately this season Grahame 
Love is to retire as Club Captain after two 
years service and again to Grahame on 
behalf of the Club many thanks. 
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Unfortunately, on a personal basis . the 
retirement of these two guys left me m a 
bit of a bind as I was also contemplating 
retiring from the position of Secretary and 
at this stage I am still undecided so if 
any member wishes to have a go don't 
be shy in coming forward. 

In closing it gives me great pleasure to 
present this report covering club activities 
for the 1979-80 season. 

BARRY JONES, 

Hon. Secretary 



CLUB MANAGEMENT 
The Club Management Committee con

sists of the office bearers elected by the 
club members and it is this Committee's 
responsibility to make decisions gov
erning the operation of the club. 

The Committee met on nine occasions 
throughout the year and attendances re
corded were - Bryce Norman 9, Ron 
Way 7, Barry Jones 9, Mike Tamblyn 7, 
Terry Gavenlock 9, Grahame Love 8, Mark 
Walters 9, Richard Gee 7, Dennis Gee 8, 
John Horneman 5, Chris Bond 4, Craig 
Kelly 2, Peter Kelly 5, Norm Boden 5, 
Geoff Thomson 6, Eric Walters 9, Graham 
Minnis 5, Larry Thorncroft 7, Mick Kendal 
4, Brian Cahill 6, Gerry Hoban 7, Harold 
King 3, Graeme Malone 8, Bryan Low 4. 

Unfortunately, due to various reasons 
some members did not attend all meet
ings and again it is stressed that if you 
are elected by the members of the c'ub 
to a management position you must be 
prepared to work within the guidelines of 
this committee and to represent the posi
tion to which you are e1ected. Remember, 
it is at these meetings that the decisions 
concerning the operation of the club are 
made. 

The Executive and various sub-com· 
mittees also met on many occasions 
throughout the year to discuss many 
items for reference to the main commit
tee. 

This year. I consider that three mem
bers of the committee reauire special 
mention for their efforts in accepting the 
responsibility of their respective positions. 

1. Brian Cahill - Building Committee 
- compared to previous years a great 
deal of work was organised and comp!eted 
by Brian throughout the year and for 
once positive results were obtained on 
the maintenance of the club house. Brian 
was not only committed to building work 
but he was very actively involved in club 
rna nagement. 

2. Larry Thorncroft - I.R.B. Captain 
- returning to patrol duties this year 
Larry continued to maintain our mobile 
services and what a job he has done. 
Spending many hours on doing things 
himself on the I.R.B. and beach mobile 
he has saved the club many dollars. More 
importantly he kept our mobile services 
going which in itself is a great effort 
when you remember he had Slim Peebles 
and Graeme Malone as opposition. 

3. Craig Kelly - Gear Steward -
Craig sat at last year's A.G.M. and volun
teered for the position of gear steward 
and although he did not attend many 
committee meetings Craig's efforts in 
maintaining the club gear requires special 
mention. When the equipment was re
quired it was ready for use. 
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To all those members on the existing 
committee the Executive wish to thank 
you for your assistance and involvement 
throughout the past year and we look 
forward to your continued assistance and 
support in the future. 

BARRY JONES, 
Hon. Secretary 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
In my first year as Treasurer of Avoca 

Beach Surf Club I have enjoyed the job 
thoroughly, but without the continued 
help of the Assistant Treasurer Neil Rc>O
inson my job would have been much 
harder. If elected next year I am sure the 
job will be much easier as I have learnt a 
lot this year. 

In relation to fund raising a most pleas
ing result came from the Erina Heights 
Hotel raffle where Bristo and his boys 
raised over $2200 which maintained a 
steady weekly income for the club. Con
versly the results of the raffle at the Kin
cumber Hotel were disappointing with 
the non attendance of rostered members 
on numerous occasions both the takings 
and the cost of the prize went down the 
drain. It is amazing that with such a large 
c'ub membership and after some two 
years we still cannot find someone from 
within our ranks to run this raffle on a 
permanent basis. For those who did at
tend on behalf of the club I give thanks. 

Housie was another pleasing factor in 
our fund raising activities this season al
though once again some members failed 
to attend when rostered but due to the 
assistance of the Ladies Auxiliary the ven
ture proved profitable. 

Beach raffles for most of the season 
were patronised excellently and I must 
thank Robo, Bristo and Jan Messenger just 
to name a few for their help. 

Once again, we must thank the Central 
Coast Leagues Club for their generous 
grant of $4064 which is always received 
at the start of the season and it is a great 
boost at that time of the year. 

The Ladies Auxiliary once again sup
ported us with the presentation of a 
cheque for $1500 on Presentation Night 
and for this we are most grateful. 

Once again, I would like to thank all 
people concerned with helping me in my 
first year as Club Treasurer. 

TERRY GAVENLOCK, 
Treasurer 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
The committee this year consisted of 

Neil Robinson, Ray Fyffe, Andy Hoban 
and Eric Walters with the Club Executive 
attending on most occasions. Meeting on 
a monthly basis whenever possible the 



Committee dealt with all matters pre
sented and with new ideas from within 
the Committee and a busy meeting even
tuated on all occasions. 

To perhaps remind members of the 
aims of this Committee I will briefly out
line the functions of it. All Club expendi
ture over the sum of $50 must be pre
sented to the Committee with an explana
tion as to the reasons why the money 
must be spent and the basic aim of the 
Committee is to examine available Club 
funds and on coming expenditure com
mitments and the Committee must decide 
if funds are available for the expenditure 
presented. 

This recommendation is then present
ed to the Club Management meeting 
where the final decision is made. The 
Finance Committee only looks at the 
availability of funds for expenditure. 

The other major aim of the Commit
tee is to guide the Club on obtaining 
sponsorships. It is no good having every
one in the Club approaching one spon
sor it is better if possible to spread our 
resources around. 

Many thanks to all those who assisted 
this year especially Robo, Hobs, Barney 
and Eca. 

TERRY GAVENLOCK, 
Convenor 

(L.-R.): Richard Gee, Mike Tamblyn and Gary Hughes exammmg damage to surf 
boat - "Another job for the Finance Committee" 

CLUB CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
Once again the Club can report that 

it has completed yet another season 
without loss of life whilst the beach was 
being patrolled. A total of 520 hours of 
voluntary duty was completed by our ac
tive members to ensure the safety of the 
public whilst surfing at Avoca Beach dur
ing the 1979-80 season. 

Recorded rescues performed during 
patrol hours were:-

without rescue equipment 27 
with reel 9 
with bo~rd/ski 19 
with I.R.S. 4 
with rescue tube 6 

Total 65 
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Treatment of 94 first aid cases was 
recorded and with the purchase and re
placement of equipment over the season 
life saving equipment now held by the 
Club is valued at approximately $16000. 

In general surfing conditions over the 
summer period were slight with only a 
few bad days and crowds appeared to be 
larger this year. Once again our mech
anised equipment played a big part in 
the operation of patrols. The beach mo
bile which is fitted with rescue equip· 
ment suitable for any rescue situation, 
made regular patrols up to the lake area 
affording easier patrolling for members. 
The I.R.S. again played a dominant part 
in patrol duties and with the purchase 
of the 5 watt radio for the I.R.S. our 
communications with the mechanised 



services improvecl greatly. Thanks are 
extended to Larry Thorncroft for his con· 
tinual maintenance on these two units 
ensuring that they were 100 "'o opera
tional whenever needed but let us not 
forget they are still mechanical and can 
only be relied on till they break down. 
They will never replace the man on the 
beach. 

Patrols this season were increased to 
10 with each patrol consisting of 10-12 
members. The expertise of members was 
spread over the patrols and some of the 
senior nipperettes were allotted to a 
patrol as radio operators. The reason for 
returning to 10 patrols was the advent 
of Saturday morning patrols. Each patrol 
was allocated three full Saturdays and 
the roster for same was left to the Patrol 
Captains. Sunday and pub'ic holidays 
were rostered in the usual manner. Seri· 
ous thought will have to be given to 
the Saturday patrols next season as the 
number on patrol were minimum and at 
this stage it looks like Gosford City 
Council is going to withdraw beach in
spectors on Saturdays. 

Our re-qualification and training day 
was held prior to the start of the season 
with 64 members showing enough in
terest to turn up for this day, the other 
50 odd evidently had something more 
important to do. The day consisted of 
basic re-training in the various opera
tions, i.e., oxy viva, radio, I.R.B., beach 
mobile, first aid and patrol set up. The 
introduction of re-qualification of active 
members was successfully phased in and 
it proved to be a little easier for mem
bers than was initially thought and for 
the next season I ask that members pre
sent themselves for re-qualification in 
bulk when the Club requests as it makes 
the job that little bit easier. 

The Club Patrol Efficiency Competition 
was again won by Max Sainsbury's patrol 
for the second consecutive year, runners
up were Mike Tamblyn and Greg Jar
maine's patrols. To these Captains and 
members the clubs' congratulations on a 
fine effort. I feel that this Club com
petition did much for upgrading the 
standard of the patrols as wc.s borne out 
when it was announced that Avoca had 
won the "Branch Patrol Efficiency Com
petition." The trophy for this competi
tion was a rescue board and the win did 
much towards our Club winning the 
Branch "Club of the Year" with a beach 
mobile as the trophy. More important 
than the trophies is the fact that we have 
highly efficient patrol members capable 
of handling all rescue situations. 

Unfortunately, we did not fare so well 
in the Branch Resuscitation Competition 
in managing only a sixth place although 
the points were close. To each and every 

active member I offer my sincere thanks 
and congratulations on your fine effort. 

The Inter-Patrol Competition was held 
on New Year's Eve and again was well 
attended with 70 odd members compet
ing for their respective patrols. Points 
were allocated for various events. Greg 
Jarmaine's patrol ran out the eventual 
winner on the day and congratu•ations 
are extended to his patrol for their fine 
efforts. I would also like to thank Bob 
Cairncross for his assistance in conduct
ing these events and also to the other 
helpers. 

Patrols next season will have to be 
looked at closely especially the set up 
of Saturday patrols. It would appear that 
the general feeling towards patrols is 
that they be increased to 12 or 14 
patrols and reduce the number of mem
bers per patrol thus spreading the patrol 
duties over more patrols and reducing the 
number of rostered patrols per member. 
The thought was that with 12 members 
in a patrol there was a lethargic approach 
by some members in that if one member 
didn't turn up there would be someone 
else to take his responsibility. Absence 
of members from patrols was no wor'"e 
than previous vears but more responsib
ility was placed on the Patrol Captain to 
find substitutes. If the C'ub increases 

· the number of patrols so it increases 
the responsibi'ity to turn up as the 
strength of the patrols will be cut down 
by the increase in the number of patrols. 
A'so keep in mind the number of cadets, 
juniors and next season's females in each 
patrol so the responsibility will fall on 
the o'der more experienced member. 

As mentioned females will be permit
ted to join our active ranks from July 
1st, 1980 and hopefully the introduction 
period will cause little or no trouble. 
Quite a few girls from the Nipperettes 
are prepared and quite capable of be
coming active members and also it is 
be'ieved that some of the other females 
associated with this C1ub propose to be
come active members by gaining their 
Bronze Medallions. To those females may 
I say welcome to the Club. 

I would also like to take this opport
unity to thank Bryan Low for his assist
ance throughout the year and to congrat
ulate Graeme Malone on winning the 
Patrolman of the Year award. 

The position of Club Captain is most 
demanding and time consuming espec
ially at the weekends but it is also a 
most satisfying position within the Club. 
Unfortunately, due to personal heavy 
work commitments programmed for next 
year which will severely limit my time 
available to carry out the duties of Club 
Captain, I wish to formally advise of my 
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resignation as Club Captain. To my suc
cessor I offer . my assistance whenever 
possible and in closing I give thanks to 
all those who have assisted over the 

past two seasons. It has been a most 
rewarding two years. 

GRAHAME LOVE, 
Club Captain 

Greg Jarmaine (Captain) 
Peter Hoban 
Quenten Riley 

INTERPATROL COMPETITION 

Greg Hoban 
Kevin Fitzgerald 
Glen Cahill 

Ron Parsons 
Ken Webster 
Mark Margin 

Neil Tuddenham 
Darrell O'Donnell 

(L-R): Quenten Riley, Glen Cahill, Greg Jarmaine, Greg Hoban, Peter Hoban and 
Ron Parsons- lnterpatrol winners 

JUNIOR CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
Another surfing season has passed 

and once again the Avoca Club showed 
its superiority in both competition and 
the patrol efficiency sections. It is pleas
ing to note that the juniors and cadets 
of the club played important roles in 
both of these sections throughout the 
year. The senior members should realise 
that the juniors and cadets are the up 
and coming members of the club. They 
are a terrific bunch of guys and it would 
be a shame to Jose them. 

We had a good number of the boys re
presenting us not only at the local car
nivals but also at the State and Austra
lian Titles which shows how enthusiastic 
these boys are in competition. The jumc.rs 
and cadets reaped a harvest of medals 
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at carnivals this year. At the Branch 
Titl~s the cadets and juniors won 9 gold, 
3 s1lver and 2 bronze. The regional titles 
supplied us with 6 bronze, the State 2 
gold, 3 silver and 2 bronze and the Aus
tralian with 1 gold and 2 bronze. Also, 
congratulations to Brad Paterson for be- -
ing selected in the N.S.W. State Team 
which competed in the Interstate carnival 
at Maroochydore. Brad finished 3rd in the 
junior malibu board race. Well done Brad. 

This year we had 4 boys who com
peted in the cadet board riding display 
and they really showed everyone how to 
surf. At the State Titles Bryce Ellis fin
ished 1st, Mark "Sanga" Sainsbury 2nd, 
Adam Robinson 4th and Anthony Love 
5th. A truly remarkable effort but these 
wizz ·kids didn't stop there, at the Aus-



PATROL EFFICIENCY COMPETITION 

Max Sainsbury (Captain) 
Gerry Hoban 
Eddy Baker 
Len Cook 
Jan Parker 
Jan Minnis 

Brad Paterson 
Craig Taylor 
Adam Robinson 
Darren Wilson 
Glen Gavin 

Radio Operators: Kathy Hoban, Lisa Benson 

Winners of the Patrol Efficiency Competition 

tralian Titles Bryce regained his 1st 
placing from the previous year, Mark 
Sainsbury 3rd, Adam Robinson 4th and 
Anthony Love lOth. This was a tremend
ous effort from these boys. 

In the swimming section we had Mark 
Margin, Andrew Welsh, Jon Cook, Ste
wart Jackson, Paul Lemmon and Barry 
Tuddenham. All these boys swam with 
distinction right throughout the season. 
Mark Margin on several occasions won 
both the open and junior belt races and 
was successful in winning the junior belt 
race at the Branch Championships. The 
cadet surf team swam enthusiastically 
all year and were rewarded with a win 
in the Branch Championships and a 4th 
in the State. Jon Cook swam magnifi
cently to win the Branch Championship 
cadet surf race and was second in the 
same race at the State. Jon was a lso 
selected in the Central Coast Inter 
Branch Team. 
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At the start of the season we scraped 
together a Junior R.&R. Team. The team 
consisted of Paul Horneman, Brad Pater
son, Brad Scott, Mark Margin, Dereck 
Patton, Mark Walters and Scott Oilton. 
The team competed occasionally through
out the year and finished 3rd at the 
Branch. Thanks to Darrell "Disco" 
O'Donnell and Len "Loopey" Cook for 
their help. 

In the ski section we had Bill Mitchell, 
Paul Horneman and Jon Cook. These 
guys paddled extremely well all year and 
Jon Cook finished 3rd in the Regional 
titles. Paul ·and Bill teamed together in 
the junior double ski and won the maj
ority of junior double ski races at the 
local carnivals. Luck was not with them 
at the Branch when they dead heated 
and had to paddle again only to be 
knocked off the ski several times and 
eventually finished 2nd. They redeemed 
themselves by finishing 3rd at the State 



and 5th at the Australian. A really top 
effort. The junior ski relay team of Paul 
Horneman, Bill Mitchell and Mark Walters 
finished 1st at the Branch and 5th at 
the State only to be disqualified. 

The junior and cadet board paddling 
team consisted of Paul Horneman, Brad 
Paterson, Brad Scott, Jon Cook, Stewart 
Jackson, Bryce Ellis, Anthony Love and 
Adam Robinson. Brad Paterson put on a 
power house display all year winning the 
junior malibu and junior long board at 
the local carnivals as well as at the 
Branch. He also won the State and Inter 
Branch junior malibu. Brad Scott was 

Jon Cook, Cadet Club Champion receives 
his award from Bob Cairncross. 

COMPETITION SECRETARY'S REPORT 
As competition secretary it gives me 

much pleasure in presenting this report 
in this being our 50th year. 

Firstly, club competition started early 
in the season with the usual handicap 
events and the major achievement this 
season was the success of Bob "Cairns" 
winning an over 30 surf swim (the first 
one in 8 years) and my congratulations 
go to Bob. The 2 most successful mem· 
bers in the handicap events were Bryan 
Low and David O'Grady and again con· 
gratulations go to these guys. 

The club championships were held 
over two separate days and it was dis
appointing to see the small numbers in 
attendance but still those who attended 
gave all they had and, of course, they 
reaped the benefits of being involved. 

The Branch Championships were he'd 
at Kilcare and again Avoca dominated 
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consistent all year and was rewarded 
with a 3rd at the Branch in the junior 
malibu. Jon Cook's ability is not only 
confined to swimming he won the cadet 
malibu at the Branch was 2nd at the 
State and 3rd at the Australian . 

I would like to thank all those who 
have helped me during the season it is 
greatly appreciated . I am sure next year 
will be a bigger and better year for the 
juniors with quite a few nippers coming 
up. Once again, thank you. 

MARK WALTERS 
Junior Captain 

Paul Horneman, Junior Club Champion 
receives his award from Bob Cairncross. 

most events but this year we were not 
good enough to win the overall point· 
score. Congratulations to Ocean Beach. 
It may be wrong saying this but I feel 
Avoca lacks in the beach events rather 
than in the water but what can one do 
except to predict that next year we may 
see this weak spot filled with talent. 

State and Australian Championships 
went well and Avoca showed other clubs 
that you don't have to be in a big city 
to win titles and congratulations must 
go to all Avoca competitors and support· 
ers. 

My thanks to the competition com· 
mittee and Ted Mitchell who gave up 
many Sunday morn ings to assist. Good 
luck in the coming season and remember 
it is only a sport and please give the 
girls a go. 

GRAEME "MUSClES" MAlONE 
Competition Secretary 



CLUB HANDICAP EVENTS 

OVER 30 SURF: I. Messenger (1), J. Sibree (2), B. Low (3). 

OPEN SURF: P. Horneman (1), D. Broadbent/L.Cook (2), B. Low/D. O'Grady/B. 
Scott (3). 

BOARD: D. O'Grady (1), D. Gee (2), P. Horneman (3). 

SKI: D. O'Grady (1), D. Gee (2), J. Cook (3). 

MARATHON: G. Malone (1), D. O'Grady (2), B. Low (3). 

WAVE SKI: D. Gee, M. Sainsbury (1), B. Low (2), D. O'Grady (3). 

HANDICAP CONSISTENCY: J. Horneman 

EVENT 
SKI 
BOARD 
LONG BOARD 
WAVE SKI 
FLAGS 
SPRINT 
BELT 
SURF SWIM 
OVER 30 SWIM 

SENIOR: J. McAtamney 
JUNIOR: P. Horneman 
CADET: J. Cook 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 

JUNIOR 
W. Mitchell 
W. Mitchell 
P. Horneman 
W. Mitchell 
M. Walters 
M. Walters 
P. Horneman 
P. Horneman 

SENIOR 
J. McAtamney 
J. Horneman 
J. McAtamney 
J. McAtamney 
T. Way 
R. Cairncross 
L. Cook 
J. Horneman 
R. Paterson 

CLUB CHAMPIONS 

CADET 
J . Cook 
J. Cook 
J . Cook 
J. Cook 
D. Broadbent 
D. Wilson 

J. Cook 

Graeme (Muscles) Malone presents John 
(The Mug) Horneman with the Handicap 

Consistency Award 

Bob Cairncross congratulates Jim 
McAtamney, Senior Club Champion 
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The four competing Mitchells - (L-R): John, Matt (son of John), Jim and Bill 

BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS- KILLCARE, 23rd FEBRUARY, 1980 

1st March Past: G. Tl:tomson, G. Love, B. Goffett, H. King, K. Bootie, D. O'Donnell, 
R. Fyffe, R. Parsons, P. Kelly, A. Hoban, B. Low, M. Tamblyn 

1st Open Boat: R. Gee, L. Upston, K. Bootie, I. Parker, B. Low 
1st "B" Boat: P. Gee, D. Gee, R. Norman, M. Tamblyn, G. Hughes 
1st Taplin Relay: Avoca "A" 
1st Open Long Board Relay: Avoca "A," (3) Avoca "B" 
1st Junior Ski Relay: M. Walters, P. Horneman, W. Mitchell 
1st Cadet Surf: J. Cook, (2) S. Jackson 
1st Cadet Surf Teams: J. Cook, S. Jackson, P. Lemmon, D. Broadbent 
1st Junior Belt Race: M. Margin 
1st Junior Beach Flags: M. Walters 
1st Open Single Ski: G. Jarmaine, (2) C. Bond 
1st Senior Ski Relay: Avoca "B," (2) Avoca "A" 
1st Open Double Ski: Jim and John Mitchell 
1st Open Long Board: J. Horneman, (2) J. McAtamney 
1st Open Malibu Board: J. Horneman, (2} J. McAtamney 
1st Junior Malibu Board: B. Paterson, (3) B. Scott 
1st Cadet Malibu Board: J. Cook 
1st Junior Wave Ski: W. Mitchell 
2nd Open Surf Teams: 
2nd Restricted Surf: L. Cook 
2nd Open Belt: L. Cook 
2nd Open Iron Man: J. McAtamney, (3) J. Horneman 
2nd Junior Iron Man: P. Horneman 
2nd Junior Doub'e Ski: P. Horneman/W. Mitchell 
2nd Open Malibu Relay: Avoca "A," (3) Avoca "B" 
3rd Juninr R.&R.: S. Dillon, B. Scott, M. Margin, P. Horneman, B. Paterson, M. 

Walters 
3rd Senior R.~·R.: L. Cook, J. Andrews, S. Harpur, J. Horneman, J. McAtamney, 

D. O'Donnell 
3rd Open Surf: J. Andrews 
3rd Open Beach Sprint: R. Cairncross 

2ND OVERALL POINT SCORE 
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N.S.W. CHAMPIONSHIPS- BLACKSMITHS BEACH, 8-9th MARCH, 1980 

1st Cadet Board Display: B. Ellis 
1st Junior Malibu Board: B. Paterson 
1st Senior Single Ski: M. Braund 
1st Senior Ski Relay: M. Braund/G. Jarmaine/C. Bond 
2nd Cadet Surf: J. Cook 
2nd Cadet Malibu Board: J. Cook 
2nd Cadet Board Display: M. Sainsbury 
2nd Senior Sing:e Ski: John Mitchell 
3rd Junior Flags: M. Walters 
3rd Junior Double Ski: W. Mitcheii/P. Horneman 

FINALIST 

Cadet Board Display: A. Robinson, A. Love 
Cadet Surf Teams: J. Cook/P. Lemmon/S. Jackson/D. Broadbent 
Cadet Surf: S. Jackson 
Cadet Malibu Board: S. Jackson 
Junior Single Ski: W. Mitchell 
Junior Single Ski Relay: W. Mitcheii/P. HornemanjM. Walters 
Senior Ski Relay: Jim Mitchell/ John Mitchell/Bill Mitchell 
Senior Beach Relay: R. Cairncross/R. Norman/R. Eari/M. Walters 
Long Board Relay: J. McAtamney/J. Horneman/H. King 
Malibu Board Relay: J. McAtamneyjJ .. Horneman/B. Paterson 
Senior Double Ski: Jim Mitchell-John Mitcheii/M. Braund-G. Jarmaine 
Senior Malibu Board: J. McAtamney 
Senior Long Board: H. King 
Reserve Boat Race: P. Gee/D. Gee/A. Hoban/G. Hughes/M. Tamblyn 

1st REGIONAL AREA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

3rd OVERALL POINT SCORE 

AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS - MAROOCHYDORE, QUEENSLAND 

28-29-30th MARCH, 1980 

1st Cadet Board Display: B. Ellis 
2nd Senior Sing'e Ski: M. Braund 
3rd Cadet Board Display: M. Sainsbury 
3rd Cadet Malibu Board: J. Cook 
3rd Reserve Boat: P. Gee, D. Gee, A. Hoban, M. Tamblyn, G. Hughes 

FINALIST 

· Cadet Board Display: A. Robinson 
Cadet Malibu Board: B. Ellis 
Cadet Surf Race: J. Cook, S. Jackson 
Junior Malibu Board: B. Paterson 
Junior Beach ~lags: M. Walters 
Junior Double Ski: P. Horneman/W. Mitchell 
Senior Malibu Relay: J. Horneman, J. McAtamney, B. Paterson 
Senior Ski Relay: M. Braund, C. Bond, G. Jarmaine; and Jim Mitchell, John 
Senior ~l<i Re'av: M. Braund, C. Bond, G. Jarmaine; Jim Mitchell, John Mitchell, 

Bill Mitchell 
Senior Double Ski: Jim Mitchell/ John Mitchell 
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AUSTRALIAN TITLES, 1980 -
MAROOCHYDORE, QUEENSLAND 

At least · 50 club members plus wives, 
gir.friends, etc., successful.y undertook 
the long drive north for a great few days 
of competition and social involvement 
a.nd no doubt the Maroochydore Tit ies 
will long be remembered. . 

The bulk of the team arrived Thursday 
morning only to be confronted by some 
bent banana bender who mucked the 
accommodation bookings. Yes, well, after 
a few choice words from certain people 
we managed, after being called young 
surfie louts, to obtain several small sheds 
which ranged from Andy Hoban's cock
roach mansion to Craig Kelly's support
er's hut (the mobile pit?). 

Of course, this was not the only "goof 
up." The very next day, the first day of 
competition, and where the hell is Mur
ray Braund. He had 5 minutes to get 
from the airport to the beach (40 min
utes drive). With the help of Bristo and 

Club member Andy Hoban 
"Can I be Captain Dick?" 

Eric, a few quick words were said to the 
President and Secretary of the S.L.S.A. 
of A. but, unfortunately, we failed to get 
the use of the helicopter to air lift Mur
ray in. Then it was decided to bring him 
by water, so after making the appropriate 
arrangements, which included a fast car 
at the airport to take him to the water 
(2 minutes travel) a J.R.B. to bring him 
to the beach (2-3 minutes), half a min
ute to warm up and then his first heat 

- back to the beach ready for rus first 
interview of the day. The operation just 
got underway when someone yeiled 
··that's Murray down there" and sure 
enough it was. How he got there I still 
don't know! 
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Anyhow, on with the carnival and 
again the name Avoca was constantly 
heard over the broadcast system. Unfor
tunately, we hit a lull - the "A" boat 
crew was out, most of the craft com
petitors were eliminated but the biggest 
"blow" was to the Grace/Bond double 
ski team. 

With the "B" crew picking up a third, 
Bryce Ellis a first, Murray a terrific sec
ond, Mark Sainsbury a third. The car
nival was over but the social function 
had just begun and thanks must go to 
Jan Hoban and the other ladies for their 
help. 

After the celebrations all that was left 
was the trip home and after many tiring 
miles I arrived back at the surf club and 
by chance I happened to notice a pin 
from the axle was just about broken and 
if it would have broken whilst travelling 
I don't think I would be writing this re
port. You can't help bad luck. 

GRAEME MALONE, 
Team Manager 

CENTRAL COAST INTERBRANCH TEAM 
The Central Coast Branch team under 

the guidance of Mike Tamblyn as Man
ager and Dennis Gee as Coach were suc
cessful in winning the interbranch car
nival held on 16th February, 1980 at 
Elouera Beach. Considering the large seas 
on the day the performance of the team 
was outstanding. Besides Mike and Den
nis other Avoca members selected in the 
team were J. McAtamney, D. O'Donnell, 
B. Paterson, M. Braund (vice-team cap
tain) and the Avoca "A" boat te;:)m com
prising R. Gee, B. Low, L. Upston, I. 
Parker, K. Bootie. 

N.S.W. REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS 
Following a most impressive win in the 

junior malibu board at the State Cham
pionships, Brad Paterson was selected in 
the N.S.W. State team to contest the 
State Team Contest conducted prior to 
the Australian Championships. For a 
paddler who trains as hard as Brad!!?? 
he has just cause to feel proud of his 
competitive achievements over the 1979-
80 season. 

Greg Jarmaine was selected in the 
N.S.W. team to tour America and Europe 
during the winter months of 1980 and it 
was pleasing to see Greg selected after 
his previous years of good luck. To Greg 
we wish all the best on the tour. 



Brad Paterson, State Junior Malibu Board Champion, 
Member of N.S.W. State team. 

Ski competitor Greg Jarmaine, leaves the water after winning the Branch Open 
Single Ski Championship event. 
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BOARD CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
We have once again ended a very suc

cessful season and the consistent.y im
proving standards in the board section 
over tne last few years has put us up 
with the top clubs in Australia. 

The club purchased four new racing 
ma1ibus and a new long board at the 
beginning of the season and for this we 
must give thanks. The two new foam 
rescue boards have solved many prob
lems for the beach patrols and are with
out doubt very effective rescue equip
ment. 

The malibus purchased this year have 
been good insofar as they will last for 
many seasons as competition boards tor 
the younger and less experienced . mem
bers (Paul Horneman for example). The 
problems we have had finding the most 
suitable boards for the better than aver
age board competitor leads me to the · 
conclusion that the more senior paddlers 
may have to start thinking about pur
chasing their own craft leaving the club 
to supply malibus for the learners and 
younger members. 

The season started very early for a 
couple of seniors who made the Central 
Coast Branch Team to tour New Zealand, 
i.e., Harold King and Jim McAtamney and 
from all reports ·these two members com
peted very well although they say "Harry 
forgot to duck" when they were select
ing the boat crews. 

The performance at local carnivals al
though starting slowly in the senior 
ranks ended up in a complete domina
tion of the board events at the Branch 

Titles by winning all but one event. 
The senior paddlers Jim McAtamney, 

Harold King, Peter Hoban, David O'Grady, 
Len Cook and John Horneman gained 
numerous placings throughout the sea
son. At the State Jim McAtamney made 
the final of the malibu, the long board 
team (H. King/J. McAtamney/J. Horne
man) made the final, the malibu relay 
team (J. McAtamney /B. Paterson/ J. 
Horneman) made the final of both the 
State and Australian Championships. 

The junior section had a star in the 
form of Brad Paterson. He accounted for 
most wins at local carnivals in both the 
malibu, and long board events, he won 
the Branch malibu title, he was selected 
in the Branch team where he won on the 
malibu in giant seas, he won the State 
by the biggest margin at the titles, he 
was se !ected in. the State team where 
he paddled into third position and he also 
made the final of the Australian where, 
due to a very packed field, was unlucky 
to be pushed inside the second can and 
therefore disqualified. · 

Brad Scott notched up quite a few 
placings this season as did Paul Horne
man. Both these juniors made the final 
at the State. 

We had a good number of cadets com
pete throughout the season with perhaps 
the outstanding competitor being Jon 
Cook. He won at most local carnivals, 
won the Branch Cadet Malibu. Jon was 
se'ected in the Branch team but his 
event was cancelled due to the large 
sf!as, he lead all the way in the State 
Titles only to be "pipped" on the line by 

Bryce Ellis 1st; Mark Sainsbury 2nd, Australian Cadet Board Display event. 
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a dude on a wave and he culminated the 
season w1th a great paddle into th1rd 
placmg at the Australian Championships. 

No one can worK out where Bryce 
Ellis has been trammg all season as h1s 
first touch of a malibu for the season 
was at the Australian Tit1es where he 
made the tinal and JUSt m1ssed a wave 
to put him up in the placmgs. 

Stewart Jackson paddled extremely 
we1l all season gaining places at local 
carnivals. He paddled well at the State 
to make the final but was unable to com
pete at the Australian Titles due to entry 
comp.ications. Other cadets who look to 
be good prospects in the future are 
David Broadbent, Adam Robinson, An
thony Love and Mark Sainsbury. 

The cadet board riders have upheld an 
incredible record of previous years. There 
were 4 out of 6 in the State final and 
3 out of 6 in the Australian final. Bryce 
El :is had an amazing season winning 
both the State and Australian titles. Mark 
Sainsbury had a second in the State and 
a third in the Australian. Adam Robinson 
was unlucky not to get a medal in both 
events where he finished fourth. Anthony 
Love was placed 5th in the State and 
made the semis of the Austra!ian. 

The prospects for next year look very 
good with much mention of proposed 
dedication by senior members and good 
prospects by young members - t r?i ning 
has already commenced as far as Craig 
Kelly is concerned (watch out boardies). 

Finally, I would like to thank all those · 
who have he'ped us with craft find sup
ported and encouraged us. Arthur Ellis 
has again provided the enthusiasm 
which accounted for many medals -
thanks "Matey." 

JOHN HORNEMAN, 
Board Captain 

SKI CAPTAIN 
The club has en joyed a prosperous 

season in the ski section, with the early 
acquisition of two new double and two 
single racing skis which saw much com
petitive action in the past couple of 
months. Older skis were repa ired to 
supply sufficient craft for handicap events 
and carnivals. 

Two talented teams were fielded in the 
ski relay with the "A" team of Murray 
Braund, Greg Jarmaine and myself win 
ning State gold at Blacksmiths and the 
"B" team of three MitcheHs running a 
creditable fourth p'ace. Unfortunately, the 
conditions at Maroochydore dictated the 
final resutt with both teams f inishing 
out of a place, but I am sure that vic
tory in this event will not elude us next 
year, particularly owing to the fact that 
the recent recruitment of former Terrigal 
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paddlers Peter Realph, Graham Ritchie 
and Peter and Russell Houlahan ~ill 
make competition for the club selections 
keener than ever. 

Congratulations must go to Murray 
Braund and John Mitchell for their first 
and second placings respectively in the 
State Championsh ips and again to Mur
ray for very nearly toppling Ken Vidler 
for the National Single Ski Title. 

Members put the club wave skis to 
the test in some good surf throughout 
the season, some paddlers being prom
inent in the local wave ski races which 
are increasing in popularity. 

I was ably assisted in my duties by 
"Muscles" Malone whose smooth organ
isation in his capacity as Competition 
Secretary and his transportation of gear 
to Queensland ironed out many prob
problems. 

CHRIS BOND, 
Ski Captain 

Murray Braund waiting to recieve his 
medal - 2nd Australia Open Single Ski 

Championship event. 

BOAT CAPTAIN'S REPORT 
It is with great pleasure that I sub

mit my yearly report for pub'ication as I 
feel that the season just concluded has 
been one of tremendous advancement 
for our club in the field of surf boat 
competition. 

Firstly, I must congratulate once 



again the members of our reserve boat 
crew for their outstanding results through 
the season culminating with their gain
ing of the bronze medal at the Australian 
Surf Championships. 

This result follows on their very c!ose 
4th placing in the N.S.W. Championships 
at Swansea-Belmont just 3 weeks pre
vious. The crew members for these two 
highly prestigious· events were Gary 
Hughes, Dennis Gee, Andy Hoban, Mike 
Tamblyn and sweep Phil Gee. 

Gold medals were won by the Avoca 
Club at the Central Coast Branch Cham
pionships held this season at the un
predictable Killcare Beach. The reserve 
crew consisting of Gary Hughes, Dennis 
Gee, Richard Norman, Mike Tamblyn and 
Phil Gee were worthy winners of the 
reserve boat championships. Our senior 
"A" crew consisting of Kevin Bootie, 
Lindsay Upston, Bryan Low, lan Parker 
and sweep Richard Gee were also vic
torious in regaining their status as the 
Branch's No. 1 boat crew when they 
were worthy winners of the senior boat 
championships. 

Throughout the season we were re
presented at various times in the boat 
section bv the following c'nb members: 
Craig Kelly, Trevor Way, Dennis Barker, 
Tom Wilson, Harold King, Craig Taylor, 

Rod Earl and Mark Patton and a special 
word of thanks to Neville Hillyard who 
made himself available for boat training 
during my branch team commitments in 
New Zealand. 

Also to the following club members 
who manned the duty boat in very dif
ficult conditions at our own annual car
nival Ron Way, Bob Dorrell, Jeff King, 
Don Hoban, Gerry Hoban, Mark Patton 
and Leon Babinski the "cabanossi kid," 
a very special word of thanks. 

We are once again most grateful to 
our two very strong club supporters 
namely Standard Telephones and Cables 
and Monier Industries for once again 
jointly making the presentation of a new 
surf boat to commence the new season. 
Bill Clymer was the boat builder com
missioned to build the boat and we be
came the owners of our first foam sand
wich fibreglass surf boat built to very 
rigid but lightweight proportions and 
weighing only 396 lbs at time of delivery. 

Eric Walters and myself had the pleas
ure of going to Sydney to collect the 
new craft and along with the boat build
er and his son had no difficulty in load
ing the boat onto the trailer for the 
journey home. 

Donations to the boat crews were 
really overwhelming through the season. 

Branch Champion Boat Crews. Back Row L-R: Kevin Bootie, Bryan Low, _Richard 
Gee, lan Parker, Lindsay Upston (A-crew). 

Front Row L-R: Gary Hughes, Richard Norman, Mike Tamblyn, Dennis Gee, 
Phil Gee (B-crew). 
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"A" boat crew in action. 

Firstly from Vince Clancy of Clancy's 
Brake Service we received a new set of 
rolling seats for our training boat, Barry 
Davidson of Brisbane Water Tyre Service 
who donated two spare wheels and tyres 
for our boat trailer. Central Coast Ex
press for the donation of a new sweep 
oar. Joe Walsh for sign writing on two 
oars. Ron Taylor of Dale Custom Trailers 
who not only constructed our new boat 
trailer but carried out considerable main
tenance on the unit prior to its depart
ure to Queensland for the Nationals. Our 
thanks are extended to John Woods auto 
electrician of East Gosford and Clancy's 
Brake Service for their respective main
tenance work carried out on our old boat 
trailer prior to its one way trip to New 
Zealand where· it became the property 
of the Red Beach Surf Club after fulfili
ing its commitments with the branch re
presentative surf team touring that coun
try. 

Further donations were gratefully ac
cepted by the crew members these be
ing sloppy joes from Perfection Cleaners, 
T-shirts from Ray Louis at the Erina 
Heights Hotel, caps from Monier Indus
tries by cottrtesy of Dennis Barker. A set 
of miniature o2rs plus sweep o?r pre
sented by Ray Borton of North Entrance 
to our "A" crew for winning the Branch 
Championships and finally to Dick Hunt-
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ington of Huntington, Dunn and Associ
ates Insurance for the wonderful gift of 
a new set of oars for next season. 

Throughout the season our crew com
peted at all 12 local carnivals and also 
travelled to the following beaches for 
further competition: Maroochydore, 
Swansea-Belmont, Stockton, Elouera 
where our "A" crew represented the 
Branch in the annual inter branch cham
pionships, Freshwater, North Bondi and 
Coogee to participate in the final of the 
Mayne Nickless surf boat race where we 
finished in 4th position and gaining for 
our club a total of $425 in prizemoney 
throughout the series. 

Transport to carnivals was a bit of a 
problem at times, as unlike previous sea
sons where we had continual use of the 
T.N.T. waggon, this season we had to 
rely on members to share the respon
sibility of towing the boat trailer to the 
various beaches. I would like to thank 
the following members for their assist
ance in carrying out that task: Mike 
Tamblyn, Bryan Low, Grahame Malone, 
T.N.T. Norm Boden and Eric Walters for 
his many trips between the Haven and 
Terrigal Beach. Also a special mention 
to Don Malone for his generous assist
ance in providing his own car and the 
total cost of the tram:porting of the boat, 
boards and skis to Maroochydore a sav-



ing of many hundreds of dollars to the 
club. Not to forget his son " Muscles" 
who did such a wonderful job in getting 
the equipment to and from the carnival 
incident free . Unfortunately, the season 
itself was not entirely free of incidents 
as we suffered a setback with the smash · 
ing of the STC Ill Mon ier boat when it 
was pounded stern first onto a shallow 
sandbank at the commencement of a 
training programme on Tuesday, 19th 
February at Avoca Beach. Fortunately, in· 
juries to the crew were only s light but 
repairs to the boat were estimated at 
$982. Crew members rallied around and 
conducted a bucket collection outs ide the 
main entrance to Marketown Shopping 
Centre where a total of $430 was col· 
lected in one even ing. A further $47 was 
raised when the boat was placed in front 
of the club house over the Easter week· 
end . Also a special word of thanks to 
Alan Deegan and Stan Owens for their 
generous donation of $100 each to assist 
with the cost of repairs. 

In closing my report I draw special 
mention to four items not previously 
mentioned·. Firstly to our senior "A" 
crew their performances at the National 
Tit'es certainly indicated they were good 
enough but unfortunately not lucky 
enough . Drawing No. 1 position in a 

semi·final was the only thing that kept 
them being among the medal winners. 
Unofficially I would like to place them 
in 5th position in Australia as they were 
only out rowed by 3 crews, Warriewood, 
Collaroy and Bronte all in the same semi· 
final and Coogee who were the bronze 
medallist but we did not compete 
against them throughout the carn ival. My 
admiration for lan Parker grew stronger 
with every carnival. Having come from 
the bow seat position the previous sea
son in reserve boat, he distinguished 
himself admirably on the stroke seat in 
"A" division . Finally to Mr Nice Guy even 
though he is a "whalloper" Gary Hughes. 
Gary only became a member of our club 
at the commencement of the season, 
but had a meteroric rise to top in the 
field of surf boat rowing - a gold medal 
at the Branch, 4th in the State and fin 
ally a 3rd placing in an Australian 
Championship. 

To Dennis Gee my vice-boat captain, 
an object lesson to all boat competitors, 
a bronze medal Australian Championship 
senior boat race 1960 and a bronze 
medal winner Australian Championship 
reserve boat race 1980. 

RICHARD GEE, 
Boat Captain 

Branch March Past Champions - Avoca Beach. 
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MARCH PAST TEAM 
This season shaped up to be our best 

yet. We had a team of experienced mar
chers and we had the potential not only 
to take off the branch title but to im
prove our position in the United Per
manent Handicap Competition, the State 
and Australian Championships. 

What eventuated must cause frustra
tion to many march past coaches, first
ly, many of our marchers compete in 
other events at carnivals and this created 
training problems. Many of these mem
bers could not attend training for march 
past due to commitments to these other 
events. The most frustrat ing occasion oc
curred at t he Shelley Beach Carn ival 
when the Carn ival Referee caused an up
roar from many clubs by starting the 
March Past knowing t hat teams were not 
re~dy. We were caught wit h two of our 
t eam warm ing up for a boat race and 
we we re f orced to march w it h a colou r 
party o_nly. Duri ng January we lost five 
members of our team to the New Zea-

land Tour Team and consequently we 
were forced to march at the final three 
United Permanent Marches with make
shift teams. 

So much for my grumbling! What we 
did achieve this year was eight first 
placings at local carnivals including tak
ing out the Branch Title for the third con
secutive season and second place at the 
Regional Championships. We won $150 
from the United Permanent Bui !ding 
Society in local competition, we were 
placed 15th at the State but we were 
we 'l back at the Australian. 

This year we marched in new costumes 
and under a new banner. My thanks must 
go to Bob Neal of Brisbane Water Glass 
for the donation of a reel cover. 

Finally, thanks to all those members 
who marched this year and I would like 
to finish with a auestion. Did the Avoca 
Beach Veterans Team at our 50th year 
carnival really win the March Past. 

GEOFF THOMSON, 
March Past Coach 

I.R.B. crew in action - L-R: Peter Kelly, Mark Walters, Larry Thorncroft. 

I.R.B. REPORT 
. T~e pas~ season saw many changes 
m lrfe savmg, with ladies about to be
come active members, full Saturday pat
rols and the use of radios in I.R.S.'s. 
Female members are official from July 
so we must be ready to train those in
terested to keep the club up with the 
leaders. 
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I feel that radio controlled I.R.S.'s are 
one of the greatest assets to life saving 
and all club members should make them
selves familiar with their assembly and 
operation. Unfortunately, not a great deal 
of training was done last season due in 
part to maintenance problems with the 
I.R.B. and motors. More drivers are 
needed f or the coming season and those 



already driving should endeavour to ob
tain their Drivers' Medallion. 

A team attended the So!diers Beach 
Carnival in May and fared reasonably well 
running 5th overall from a total of 18 
clubs in attendance. We will be attend
ing a carnival at North Cronulla in Sep
tember and we hope to be holding our 
initial I.R.B. Carnival at Avoca in July. 

The club was fortunate as "Club of 
the Year" to obtain a new beach mobile 
and we also hope to have a new I.R.B. 
and motor this season which will greatly 
improve the patrol efficiency. 

The Johnson motor was damaged a 
few times during the season and as this 
was not always driver error O.M.C., the 
Johnson dealers, are looking into it. 

Peter Kelly obtained his Examiner's 
Certificate during the season so mem
bers from our club should be able to 
train and be examined for their Drivers' 
and Crewmans' Certificate without leav
ing Avoca. 

Mick Middleton was the only other 
member to get an award, being his 
Crewmans' Certificate. 

Drivers who are at present training and 
are almost ready for examination include 
Steve Cannon, Graeme Malone, Don 
Hoban and our patient from past seasons 
Mark Walters. 

In closing, my thanks go to all those 
club members who helped on the beach 
and at carnivals and I hope Avoca can 
stay as strong in the mobile field as it 
has been in the past. 

LARRY THORNCROFT, 
I.R.B. Captain 

MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT 
Once again our first aid room has been 

of great service to the public in provid
ing instant cures for cuts, scratches, 
marine stings and the like. It is becom
ing increasingly difficult to keep a re
cord of persons treated and it would 
be appreciated if all members would re-
cord treatment provided. · 

Next season I would like to see the 
first aid room kept spotless and in readi
ness for any emergency. Hygienic con
ditions are of the ·utmost importance 
when dealing with any cut and this means 
equipment must be kept sterile, scissors, 
forceps, probes, etc., and loose equip
ment such as eye pads, swabs, etc., must 
be kept in sealed containers or behind 
glass. Caps should be kept on tubes and 
bottles · of medicine to prevent bacteria 
forming. Keep the towels ready for use. 

Our expenses for the season have been 
kept to approximately $170 thanks to 
donations from ICI Aust. Pty. Limited, 
Reckitt & Coleman Pty. Limited, F. H. 
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Faulding, Biersdorf Australia Limited, 
Dobsons Pharmacy and Judds Pharmacy. 

Many thanks for ygur support. 
GEOFF THOMSON, 

First Aid Officer 

RADIO OFFICER'S REPORT 
With the advent of mobile rescue ser

vices the use of radios as a means of 
communication is becoming more im
portant each year. Correct application by 
the patrolman is essential if we are to 
achieve and maintain an efficient com
munication service. Members should en
sure that they are proficient in the use 
of radios and this is an area the club 
can improve on its encouragement of 
members to gain their radio awards. 
Problems did occur in this area this sea
son but hopefully they are now rectified. 

The purchase of the I.R.B. radio great
ly improved our patrol efficiency but we 
must treat this particular radio with re
spect as salt water can cause damage 
internally. 

In closing I must give thanks to all 
those who manned the base radio last 
season especially the junior females of 
our club and there is no doubt that 
females can easily fit into this sphere 
of surf life saving. 

NORM BODEN, 
Radio Officer 

CHIEF INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT 
After two seasons as Chief Instructor 

it is still a gratifying experience to be 
involved in the training of both new and 
old members of the Club. Each year 
there are continual improvements being 
made in surf life saving and, of course, 
these must be passed on to all members 
and one must stress the point that all 
members must present themselves for 
revision courses. 

A total of 93 life saving awards were 
gained this season by those associated 
with the club and congratulations must go 
to all the successful cadidates. It was 
especially satisfying to see the fema~es of 
our Club participating in instructional 
classes, with the time they seem to spend 
on the beach the occasion will arise one 
day whereby they could be called upon 
to give assistance to someone in dis
tress. 

Poor response from the elected Assist
ant Instructors was received this season 
and without the continued assistance of 
Bill Rose, Fred Fitzsimmons and George 
Sherwin many difficulties would have 
arisen. 

Once again, thanks must be given to 



the Social Committee of the club for 
providing light refreshments to candi· 
dates on the day of their final examina
tions. This has proven to be a success
ful venture. 

This season saw the absence of the 
Mt Penang boys in our training squads 
but to the benefit of life saving they are 
now patroll ing beaches where they are 
of more value in relation to the avail· 
ability of members to undertake patrol 
duties. 

Next season will see the introduction · 
of the ladies into the association this, 

of course, wi:l generate more responsi· 
bilities in the training field but no doubt 
this will be overcome. To the prospective 
female members I wish them all the best 
in their initial year of full active mem
bership. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all 
concerned with club training throughout 
the year and please be prepared to assist 
with training next season if you accept 
the position of Assistant Instructor. 

PETER KELLY, 
Chief Instructor 

Members who successfully gained their Resuscitation Certificate. 

Some of the junior members who received their Qualifying Certificates with Chief . 
Instructor Peter Kelly 
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AVOCA BEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1979-80 SEASON 
Avoca 

General Building Gear Tour Beach Boat 1978-79 
Fund Fund Fund Fund JSLSC Fund Total Season 

We commenced the year with a 
balance of ................................ 12336.94 (2253.02) (1594.85) (189.92) (405.93) (1772.66) 6120.56 2594.22 

During the year cash was received 
by way of: 

Subscriptions 0 0 0 0 .. 0. 0 0 .. 0 0. 00.0. 0 00 0 ...... 0. 00 660.50 660.50 847000 
Donations: 
Sundry ......................... ooooo .oooooooo 00000 2388.21 200.00 415.00 348.00 1132.90 940.20 5424.31 4522.00 
Grawill Motors .............................. 400.00 400.00 -
Gosford City Council .... 00 .. 00 .......... 800.00 800.00 800.00 
Ladies Auxiliary ............................ 2000.00 2000.00 2000.00 
State Government Grant .. 00000000 .... 754.00 754.00 -

1\) Central Coast Leagues C!ub ........ 4064.00 4064.00 3756.00 
00 Avoca Beach Bowling Club .... 0000 .. 650.00 650.00 900.00 

Monier Industries Ltd. ................ 3000.00 3000.00 
Mayne Nickless Ltd. .. .................. 1000.00 1000.00 
Purchases by Club Members ........ 2584.16 133.30 2717.46 1706.50 
Bank Interest ...................... 00 ........ 54.41 54.41 51.51 
Proceeds sale of surf boat .......... 1500.00 1500.00 -
Housie ...... ooo ••••• o.o··· o······o···o· ••••••••• 1340.30 1340.30 1151.93 
Hall Hire ...................................... 465.00 465.00 601.90 
Carnival ... oo .. oooOoo ........................... 1167.82 55.40 1223.22 1294.95 
Door Knock ooo•o·········oo·····o··oooo••oooooo - 765.86 
Beach Raffle ......................... 00 00 ... 2842.73 2477.01 218.06 5537.80 3482.71 
Kincumber Hotel Raffle ..... 00 .... oo .. 1266.56 1266.56 722.35 
Erina Heights Hotel Raffle .... 00 .... 2355.53 2355.53 2001.20 
50th Anniversary-Smoke & BBQ 2149.20 2149.20 

-Donations ...... 350.00 350.00 
-Book sales 589.00 589.00 

Building Fund Transfer ....... oo ....... - 896.33 
Sundries ··············· ························ 923.53 539.98 1463.51 3352.15 
Tour fund raising activities and 

Contributions ......................... 1737.95 465.00 2202.95 20387.89 
---- ---- --·---

Making Total Funds available ..... 41125.84 (2053.02) 1539.15 2635.09 1673.71 3167.54 48088.31 51834.50 
---- ---- ------



1\) 
\0 

These funds were expended as 
fol:ows: 

Building Repairs & Maintenance 
New Work & Extensions ................ 
Insurance ...................................... 534.38 
Electricity ······································ 781.25 
First Aid .......................................... 214.88 
Phone, Postage & Petty Cash ........ 1443.46 
General Expenses .......................... 1238.57 
Carnivals ...................................... 3237.89 
Purchases by club members .......... 759.80 
Boat Purchase & Repairs .............. -
Repairs & Purchases New Gear .... 702.38 
Avoca Beach JSLSC ...................... 243.55 
Raffles ·········································· 2906.68 
Printing & Stationery .................... 583.77 
Presentation Night ....................... 3227.62 
Annual Report ................................ 610.00 
50th Anniversary ............................ 3467.55 
Socials, Smoko's & Disco .............. 1332.88 
Tour Fund ...................................... 100.00 
Cleaning of Club Hall .................... 
Sundries ........................................ 2244.10 
T-Shirts . ························· ............ 2446.00 

----
Total Payouts During Year ............ 26074.76 

----

Leaving a Balance of ............. Cr. 15051.08 
.................................................. Dr. 
Balance of Cash at Bank on 

30-4-80 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5201.82 
This can be reconciled with the 

balance in the Financial State
ment by deducting cheques 
drawn prior to but not presented 
by 30-4-80 .................................. 2153.48 

This equals credit balance as shown ---
in Financial Statement ........ Cr. $3048.34 

3974.00 
-

700.00 

4674.00 

6727.02 

3974.00 1410.10 
- 905.92 

534.38 528.20 
781.25 602.15 
214.88 979.71 

1443.46 1180.48 
1238.57 1310.57 
3237.89 1530.70 

759.80 1144.00 
3865.79 3865.79 1796.15 

6243.05 6945.43 3604.85 
3613.17 3856.72 2822.93 

2906.68 484.45 
583.77 723.39 

3227.62 1522.54 
610.00 580.00 

3467.55 362.00 
1332.88 4610.75 

569.20 669.20 18354.95 
700.00 -

2244.10 1199.99 
2446.00 

---- ----·-
6243.05 569.20 3613.17 3865.79 45039.97 45713.94 

---- ----·-

2065.89 3048.34 Cr . 
4703.90 1939.46 698.25 

I have examined the cash book, bank statement and other 
records of the Avoca Beach Surf Life Saving Club for the 
year ended 30th April, 1980, and in my opinion the above 
income and expenditure is in accordance with the records 
and from information furnished to me by the Treasurer. 

J. CHEEDLE, A.C.A., 
Hon. Auditor. 



Malcom Blacka 
Larry Wilson 
Natalie Perry 
Julie Stout 
Sharon Middleton 
Billie-Sue Phillips 
Cherie Middleton 
Lorraine Collins 
Angelica Bates 
Cheryl Pearce 

Wayne Elliot 
Jan Minnis 
Scott Cahill 
Mitchell Anderson 
Peter Finch 

Gordon Bush 
Garry Hughes 
Mark Dean 
Anthony Pearson 
Neil Toft 
Barry Tuddenham 
Grant Andrews 
Michael Middleton 
Peter Coulter 

Fred Fitzsimmons 

AWARDS GAINED 197~-80 SEASON 

RESUSCITATION CERTIFICATE 

Rhonda Sainsbury 
Sharon Tolson 
Alison Dorrell 
Jane Minnis 
Angela Sainsbury 
William Frogley 
Lyn Wilson 
Beth Welsh 
Karen Sainsbury 
Julianne Collins 

QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE 

David Rowcliff 
Jason Mills 
Mark Sainsbury 
Murray Shaw 
Stephen Eagles 

BRONZE MEDALLIONS 

Chris Pon iris 
Clayton Scan lon 
Chris Mania Vallas 
Kevin Kain 
Damon Stewart 
Andrew. Welsh 
Jeff King 
Glen Cahill 
Peter Elliott 

INSTRUCTORS CERTIFICATE 

Steve Cannon 

Barbara Horne 
Linda Walters 
Karren Lawrence 
Wendy Fullagar 
Grace Lawrence 
No!a Thomson 
Wendy Phillips 
Annette Dorrell 
Michelle Dorrell 
Callista Sainsbury 

David Broadbent 
Andrew Wilson 
Michael Whitnall 
Paul Lemmon 

Dennis Whitnall 
Glen Maskell 
Brian Hansen 
Shane Lewsam 
Phillip Donohue 
Peter .Graham 
George Tsiamis 
Ross Harding 
Chris Ma letsas 

Those who gained their Advanced Resuscitation Certificate with P. Kelly, 
L-R: Bill Frogley, Marie Parnell, Greg Jarmaine, Lyn Wi lson, Helen Benson, Ron 

Parsons, Fred Fitzsimmons. 
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ADVANCED RESUSCITATION CERTIFICATE 

Lyn Wilson 
Chris Bond 

William Frogley 
Allison Dorrell 
Helen Benson 
Marie Parnell 

Fred Fitzsimmons 
Greg Jarmaine 

Brenda Paterson 
Darrell O'Donnell 
Ron Parsons 

Community Awards: 
Peter Coulter William Keevers Donald Johnson 

ADVANCED RESUSCITATION INSTRUCTORS CERTIFICATE 

William Rose Steve Cannon Christopher McCann 

I.R.B. CREWMANS CERTIFICATE 

Michael . Middleton 

I.R.B. INSTRUCTORS CERTIFICATE 

Peter Kelly 

I.R.B. EXAMINERS CERTIFICATE 

Peter Kelly 

LADIES AUXILIARY 
·Report time indicates the end of an

other surfing year and the 1979-80 sea
son proved to be very enjoyable and 
successful for the Ladies Auxiliary. 

Many of the usual fund raising activ
ities were held but some with a touch 
of difference. The Ladies Auxiliary, com
bined with the Nippers/Nipperettes, 
conducted two progressive dinners which 
were well attended and financially suc
cessfuL Thanks' must be given to An
nette Cahill, Maureen Gavenlock, Maur
een Fyffe, Gwen Hoban and Norma Love 
who opened their homes to us. Thanks 
also to those who assisted and provided 
food, etc. 

The Easter raffle was conducted in a 
unique way this year as most of the 
ladies were away at the Australian 
Championships. Tickets were sold at 
Maroochydore with the details being 
phoned back to Maureen Gavenlock or 
Maureen Fyffe who arranged the draw
ing of the raffle at Avoca. Norma Gee 
was the eventual winner. 

Some funny things occurred at the 
Australian Tit'es with the main highlights 
being the delightful Queensland black
outs which generated many comments 
when the lights came back on, the ar
rangements for Murray Braund's grand 
entrance, Veronica Nowlands hole in one, 
Bristo giving his T-shirt away, the out
ing at the water slide, barbed wire 
fences, etc. All of these events lead to 
a great holiday at Maroochydore. 

The Ladies Bar-b-que and Presenta-
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tion Night were very memorable especi
ally at supper time. One cannot say we 
don't enjoy ourselves whilst . working. 

A little sadness came into all our 
hearts in January and we hope the close 
relationship we share with Nola and 
Geoff Thomson helped in some way to 
comfort them. 

Helen Walters presenting Ladies Auxiliary 
donation to Club Treasurer 

Terry Gavenlock 



Our special thanks must go to Marilyn 
and Mick McAucliffe for the great sup
port they have given to the surf club 
and ladies auxiliary throughout the sea
son. It was nothing short of fantastic 
and very much appreciated by all mem
bers, especially the community "icys." 

We would also like to congratulate the 
surf club on being chosen as the Club 
of the Year and for winning the Branch 
Patrol Efficiency Competition - cheers 
boys. Also our congratulations to all the 
Nippers and Nipperettes for their fine 

performances. 
We now look forward to the new sea-

.son and with the coming of lady life 
savers what a year it will be for the 
ladies. Reports have it that some are 
already in secret training. 

The Annual Meeting of the Ladies 
Auxiliary will be held on Sunday, 5th 
October commencing at 10.30 at the 
surf club. Hope to see you there. 

CEC NORMAN, 
Hon. Secretary 

Eric Walters taking the kids for a walk. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
With the 50th anniversary celebrations 

the seasons social activities started in a 
flurry with perhaps a little tapering off 
after these celebrations. 

As in the past our busiest period was 
around Christmas where bar-b-ques and 
discos were held. 

The discos again proved to be pop
ular and no doubt they will be conduct
ed next year. 

The general public supported the club 
bar-b-ques well again this year but it 
would be pleasing to see more members 
attend, after all it is your club! 

Again with poor overall response, the 

Ladies bar-b-ques was held later in the 
season and at least the ladies know that 
the thought is there and that the club 
does appreciate what they do for us. 

Presentation Night was a roaring suc
cess with approximately 250 members 
and guests in attendance and a great 
time was had by all. It was very pleasing 
to see the range of age groups attend· 
ing and I hope this continues. 

Many thanks to those who assisted at 
any time throughout the year especially 
the Social Committee. 

ERIC WALTERS, 
Social Secretary 

Club members on a boat cruise. 
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AVOCA BEACH S.L.S.C. SOCIAL COMMITTEE FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

FROM 1-5-1979 TO 30-4-1980 

EXPENDITURE 
8-8-Q ····························· 
Bar ..................................... . 
Soft Drinks ......................... . 
Presentation Night ............... . 
Christmas Tree ..................... . 
Goods purchased for members 
Progressive Dinner ............... . 

2287.53 
2294.12 

225.61 
1101.38 
453.89 
398.61 

26.39 

INCOME 
8-8-Q ................................. .. 
Bar ....................................... . 
Soft Drinks ............................. . 
Presentation Night ............... . 
Christmas Tree ..................... . 
Goods purchased for members 
Progressive Dinner ............... . 
Bank Interest & Donation ... . 
Nipperette Costumes ........... . 
Disco .................................. . 

2945.49 
2683.66 

355.04 
1328.00 
389.00 
401.61 

26.39 
62.46 

122.50 
87.42 

$6787.53 $8401.57 

Total income for year . .. . . .. ... ...... ... ... . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . ... ... . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. ... . .. ...... ..... 8401.57 
Less Total expenditure ............................................................................ 6787.53 

Excess of income over expenditure for year ......................................... . 
Plus Balance B/Fwd from 1-5-1979 ....................................................... . 

1614.04 
1280.35 

Credit Balance as at 30-4-1980 .............................................................. $2894.39 

With reference to the above there is very little to report. Even though the ex
cess of Income over Expenditure was a reasonably high $1614.04, on past ex
perience it could have been higher. 

We made a profit from the Bar of only $389.54 for an outlay of $2294.12. 
There was no expensive equipment purchased. 
The B.B.Q. also only showed a profit of $657.96 for an outlay of $2287.53 and 

that entailed a lot of work for many people. 
My thanks to all who made my job easier for me, especially Eric, Cec and 

Helen. Let us hope that next season will be a little more profitable than this. 

DULCIE McATAMNEY 

NEW ZEALAND TOUR, 1980 ent to our State Titles) at Mount Maun-
Ten members of our club were select- ganui. 

ed to represent the Central Coast in the Educational officers really explored 
twenty-six man team that toured the their work as they exchanged ideas and 
North Island of New Zealand last Jan- kept up to date with new techniques the 
uary. Those selected were: New Zealand life saver had to offer. This 

Grahame Love, Manager included the use and maintenance of 
Ron Parsons, Assistant Manager I.R.S.'s, helicopters, the functions of the 
Greg Jarmaine, Ski Competitor nipper movement, use of rescue craft and 
John Mitchell, Ski Competitor tubes, patrol set up, club administration 
Jim Mitchell, Ski Competitor and the most important aspect regard-
Jim McAtamnev, Board Competitor ing the Central Coast, especially Avoca 
Harold King, Board and Boat Com- with a large Nipperette club, the involve-

petitor ment of the women in an active role as 
Richard Gee, Boat Competitor a life saver. Darrell O'Donnell was given 
Andv Hoban, Bo~t Competitor the envious job of conducting in depth 
Darrell O'Donnell, Education Q4'ficer interviews with female life savers and 

The aim of the tour was both educa- did his job splendidly. 
tional and competitive, as the team con- The Avoca contingent really contributed 
sisted of a managerial section, six edu· greatly to create the team spirit that is 
cation officPrs with the balance made known with touring teams, for example 
up of competitors. Dick Gee's film less camera (he blamed 

The tour was centred around carnival the camera for not working then realised 
dates in the Auckland. New Plymouth and he did not have the fi'm wound on -
Gisborne areas with the grand finale at deaf camera): John Mitchell's phantom 
the Northern Regional Carnival (equival- room visit (33-1/3 deposit); Jim Mitchell's 
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usual wise cracks when Grahame Love is 
being serious at team meetings; Parso 
bemg in charge of transport, araving the 
lead car showmg the way how round
about intersections should be negotiated 
- three times in succession, local police 
were not too impressed - Jim Mc
Atamneys unusual hand shakes. and New 
Zealand "wah who" noises - Greg Jar
maines caricatures of each team member 
and Harold King gets all the looks. 

Each day we trained some days we 
had to drive up to eight hours then ar
riving at the destination out comes the 
costumes for a training session. We 
stayed in hotels and surf clubs at dif
ferent stages of our tour. We found that 
staying at the surf clubs we were to
gether more as a team, but it was good 
to stay in a top class hotel for that local 
ale and a good shower. 

In those three weeks abroad we were 
able to exchange our way of competing 
and life saving with theirs. In New Zea
land there is a great emphasis on rescue 
tubes, crafts and I.R.S.'s, there is very 
litt:e use of the reel, line and belt as 
we know it. Patro!s test the shark alarm 
before the morning patrol, hoist a !arge 
patrol flag at an advantage point so 
that beach goers know that a patrol is 
on duty. They use .I.R.B. trolleys so that 
one or two men can get the craft into 
action quickly, rescue tubes hang off 
patrol flags so that each patrol member 
knows its location and radio announce
ments over local stations make the pub
lic aware that volunteers are patrolling 
council beaches. We also saw new ideas 
on administration, setting up and. run
ning of surf carnivals. What the N.Z. life 
saver does is really make the public 
aware of the voluntary organisation. 

As for the female life saver, she really 
fitted into club and patrol life with ease. 
Women have been accepted for the past 
nine years in patrols and in carnival 
competition. However, at surf carnivals 
they compete in limited events and only 
against other female members, for ex
ample womens surf race, tube rescue, 
beach sprint (milk shake derby), beach 
relay, R.&R. and rescue ski race. 

Competition in N.Z. is similar to ours. 
The Avoca boys really extended our Kiwi 
friends. Greg, Jim and John dominated 
most ski events, their race p'an failed in 
the final of the Northern Regional carni
val to finish out of a place however, it 
was sweet revenge when they beat their 
rivals at their own game in the canoe 
race. Jim Mac and Harold really went 
well on the boards. Harold with Dick and 
myse'f concentrated more with the bo<'!t. 
We transported our own Avoca boat "Ron 
Smith" with trailer so that training and 
competing was more organised than pre-
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vious tours. Like the canoe crew we 
gained a first place in the Northern Re
gionals. The boat was left in the hands 
of Red Beach Surf Club at our journey 
end and on the last not it dead-heated 
for first place at the N.Z. Nationals only 
to be given second placing on a row off 
system. So Red Beach are really ·happy 
with their new acquisition. 

On behalf of fel:ow team members we 
were proud to represent the Central 
Coast Branch on such a tour especial:y 
to be chosen from a great club such as 
Avoca. The Avoca boys were fine am
bassadors and worthy competitors. We 
would like to thank those who helped us 
in some way to gain this experience, es
pecially those fellow competitors who 
paced us at training, those who gave us 
carnival competition, those who brought 
the dreaded raff'e ticket, those who spon
sored issued clothing. We would a!so 
like to thank the wives and girlfriends for 
sparing three weeks of their lives, those 
fellow club members who swapped and 
substituted patrols, those on the various 
committees (selection, general, financial) 
who helped us gain this 'ife time experi
ence. Also those who shared with great 
interest the stories that had occurred 
whilst on tour. 

ANDY HOBAN 

CLUB AWARDS 
As in the past the Club Executive 

Committee consisting of the President, 
Captain, Treasurer and Secretary select
ed the winners of the Club's most not
able awards. Again this task was found 
to be most difficult as many fine indivi
dual performances were recorded through
out the season. 

The basic selection is dependant on 
each members' involvement and perform
ance in club and carnival competition, 
patrol duties, general club attitude, in· 
struction and fund raising activities. On 
top of this you must consider involve
ment and time available for involvement 
over and above normal club activities and 
elected positional responsibilities. 

Unfortunately, there can only be one 
selection in each category and to the 
eventual winners the executive offer their 
congratulations on their efforts through
out the year. 

PATROLMAN OF THE YEAR: 
GRAEME MALONE 

This award is se!ected solely by the 
club captain and following on last year's 
performance of patrol responsibilities 
Graeme Malone was selected as the 
Patrolman Of The Year. Graeme's dedica
tion to patrols was illustrated on many 



occasions and his keenness to become 
involved to improve his overall efficiency 
was a credit to him. Admittedly, he cost 
us heaps in repairs to the I.R.S. and dune 
buggy but this was offset by his dedica
tion. 

To Graeme we offer our congratulations 
on a job well done. 

Club Captain, Grahame Love presents 
Graeme Malone with the Patrolman Of 

The Year Award. 

RECRUIT OF THE YEAR: 
MIKE MIDDLETON 

Mike Middleton gained his Bronze in 
June, 1979 and since that time he has 

Mike Middleton Recruit Of The Year being 
congratulated by Peter Kelly. 
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keenly been involved in club life. He 
gained his I.R.S. Crewman Certificate in 
October, 1979 and he shows a keen in
terest in continuing in I.R.S. training. 

Patrol attendance and attitude to his 
duties whilst on patrol have been excell
ent and with guidance Mike will become 
a very good clubman in the years to 
come. Congratulations Mike. 

CADET ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD: 
STEWART JACKSON 

Stewart last season competed as a 
final year nipper and a first year cadet 
in the senior movement and his competi
tive performances representing this club, 
the Branch and the State are a credit 
to him. 

His involvement in patrols as a cadet 
member was found to be very pleasing 
and with encouragement and guidance 
from the more senior members of the 
club it is felt that Stewart will in the 
years to come develop in to a very note 
worthy competitor and club member. 

Cadet Encouragement Award being pre
sented to Stewart Jackson by Junior 

Captain Mark Walters. 

CADET CLUBMAN OF THE YEAR: 
JON COOK 

Usually a very quiet and reserved 
member of our club, Jon Cook once in 
the water becomes a different personality 
and his competitive performances last 
season were outstanding. 

When on patrol his attitude and know
ledge displayed was very pleasing even 
though he was inconspicuous at times. 



To Jon we offer congratulations on a 
very successful season. 

Mark Walters presenting Jon Cook with 
the Cadet Clubman Of The Year Award. 

JUNIOR CLUBMAN: 
MARK WALTERS 

After being nominated as Cadet Club
man for the last two seasons Mark moved 
up to the junior ranks and was a pop
ular se~ection as Junior Club Captain at 
the Annual General Meeting. 

Since that time Mark's dedication and 
willingness to assist has not dimished in 
any way in fact, it appears his capacity 

Junior Clubman Of The Year, Mark 
Walters, being congratulated by 

Andy Hoban. 
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in club involvement has increased. He is 
involved in competition, coaching, fund 
raising and as Junior Captain he has 
attended Club Management Meetings and 
although a little nervous at times he re
presented the junior .members of our 
club in a creditable manner. 

To Mark we again say well done. and 
many thanks. 

SENIOR CLUBMAN: 
LARRY THORNCROFT 

The Executive considered the selection 
of Senior Clubman for some time and 
whilst opinions were being privately form
ed somebody mentioned Larry Thorncroft. 
Larry has been in the club for some 4-5 
years and is generally a non conspicuous 
type except for those who really know him 
and once his name was mentioned the 
selection of Senior Clubman was over. We 
feel that Larry is a very deserving recipi
ent of this award and it is a just reward 
for the many hours Larry has given to the 
club. Congratulations Larry. 

President Bryce Norman presenting Larry 
Thorncroft with the Clubman Of The 

Year Award. 

LONG SERVICE AWARDS 
This year 1·2 club members were pre

sented with their 25 year Long Service 
Awards and in all this represents 300 
years involvement in surf life saving. 

Over .t.ne years these members have 
achieved many fine deeds and no doubt 
they have many fine stories of the good 
and bad times experienced within this 
25 year period. 



To these members we give you our 
congratulations on a job well done. Those 
who received the awards are Kerry Wor
rall, Arthur Ellis, lan Pickett, Max Sains
bury, Dennis Gee, Anthony Licciardo, 
Gerry Hoban, Norman Boden, Col Barker, 
Robert Dorrell, Brian Cahill and Keith 
Jones. 

I must apologise if I have missed any 

member not listed above and it is only 
due to discrepencies in club records. If 
any member who has served or been in
volved in surf life saving for 25 years and 
has not yet received the acknowledge
ment deserved, please do not hesitate 
to contact the Club Secretary and the 
matter will quickly be resolved. 

BARRY JONES 

Those who were on hand to receive their 25 Year Service Awards: 
L-R: Dennis Gee, Col Barker, Arthur Ellis, Bob Dorrell, Tony Licciardo, Keith Jones, 

Brian Cahill, Gerry Hoban and Max Sainsbury. 

JUNIOR MOVEMENT 
The 1979-80 .season was a highly suc

cessful competitive one for the entire 
junior movement in its 14th year of com
petition. 

This season has seen the junior males 
and females function as a single unit, 
all meetings have been combined and 
all decisions have been made in the 

. interest of the total group. The office 

bearers have used their time and talents 
in those areas best suited for the ulti
mate benefit of our young members. 

The club was able to obtain sponsor
ship of a major nature from Grawill 
Motors, Gosford Scrap Metal and Mal
linsons along with a number of smaller 
but most appreciated donations. Due to 
this sponsorship our members were pro
vided with T-shirts and a new club tent 

Junior Presentation Day 
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was purchased. 
To all those who have assisted in any 

way on behalf of the junior movement I 
give thanks and I hope you give your 

NIPPERS 
The 1979-80 season has been very 

competitive and the interest of the boys 
has remained high throughout the year. 
At all local carnivals the boys attended 
the club was placed either first or second 
overall. 

A number of our boys were selected 
in the inter branch team. They were S. 
Jackson, A. Robinson, I. Minnis, P. Lem
mon, M. Sainsbury, D. love, D. Noble, 
J: Kidd and H. Jones. The carnival was 
held at Wanda with Stewart Jackson be
ing the most successful competitor on 
the day being selected to compete for 
the State Team at the National Titles. 

Branch Titles were held at McMasters 
Beach and the boys gained 18 first, 6 
seconds and 7 third places and the club 
f in ished 2nd overal l. · 

The State Titles were held at Umina 
where Adam Robinson and Paul Broad
bent won the 13 and 9 years respective 
board races. We were also successful in 
winning 5 silver and 1 bronze medals. A 
fine overall result. 

The North Bondi club payed us a re
turn visit this season with that club stay
ing the full weekend. Competition and 
social involvements by both clubs proved 
to be very successful and enjoyable. 

A number of our older· boys obtained 
awards and have expressed interest in 
progressive to the senior club. The senior 
club has been provided with the names 
of these boys with the view tn encour
aging them to become members. 

This year has been successful due to 
the efforts given by Terry and Maureen 
Gavenlock, Jim and Kath Head, Howard 
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continued support in the years to come. 

TERRY GAVENLOCK, 
President 

Jones, Bill Frogley, Frank -Byrne, Barry 
Jones just to name a few of many. 
Special mention must be made of Terry 
and Howard for their outstanding efforts 
in the organising and competitive skills 
respectively. 

To Adam Robinson the 1979-80 Nipper 
Of The Year we again give congratulations 
for his continued fine performances 
throughout the year. 

In closing I give thanks to all our spon
sors and helpers throughout the year. 

GRAHAM MINNIS, 
Secretary 

Adam Robinson, Nipper Of The Year 



Sharon Paterson, Nipperette Of The Y~ar, 
presented by Geoff and Nola Thomson. 

NIPPERETTES 
The Avoca Nipperettes have had a very 

successful season with numerous awards 
and trophres to their credit. Enrolment 
was up again on last year with a total 
of 112 girls registered. We competed in 
five carnivals and the point score trophy 
was ours by a huge margin at each car-

nival. Twenty-three girls were successful 
in gaining selection in the Branch Team 
which competed at Shelley Beach Inter 
Branch Tit!es in March. Congratulations 
to all the girls and top marks for trying. 
The girls selected were: K. Baker, N. 
Hoban, A. Clapshaw, E. Minnis, K. Sains
bury, S. Mills, B. Jones, K. Hinchcliffe, 
B. Welsh, D. Schull, J. Hoban, K. Hoban, 
M. McKenzie, D. Semmler, J. Minnis, S. 
Paterson, L. Benson, A. Dorrell, L. Wilson, 
A. Dorrell and K. Hoban. · 

We were co-hosts to a Tasmanian Tour
ing Team this year which comprised 33 
Nipperettes. Thanks must go to all the 
parents who billeted the girls for 3 days. 
The tour was quite successful despite a 
few minor problems. 

The Branch Titles were held at Copa
cabana this year and the results were 
very pleasing for our club. 

This year is a year of change for the 
Nipperette Movement as our girls 13 
years and over will be leaving our ranks 
and joining the senior club as cadets. It 
is with mixed feelings that we say good
bye to them as they have been such 
keen, willing and helpful girls and our 
club will miss their enthusiasm. On be
half of everyone connected to the Nipper
ettes I would like to wish them success 
for the future. 

We held a progressive dinner ~nd a 
country western bar-b-que to raise funds 
this year and we were pleased with both 
results. Thanks to all those members 

Some of the Senior Nipperettes. 
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who helped at both these functions and 
once again a big thank you to all parents 
and team managers who helped us on 
the beach. 

We were very fortunate this year as 
we were sponsored by the Avoca Beach 
Recreation Club. This generous offer en· 
abled us to . purchase attractive T·shirts 
for all our members. Many thanks for 
your support. Mallinsons and Gosford 
Scrap Metal also purchased a new carni· 
val tent for us which was a great asset. 
Our thanks to these companies. 

In closing I would like to personally 
thank all members of the committee, the 
senior club, the ladies auxiliary, the 
nipper club and a special thanks to Mark 
Walters for his untiring efforts with our 
-R.&R teams. 

RHONDA SAINSBURY, 
Secretary 

N.S.W. STATE NIPPER TEAM 
Stewart Jackson was selected to repre· 

sent our club in the N.S.W. State Nipper 
Team. Stewart competed with high dis· 
tinction at the Australian Championships 
being placed in numerous events. 

We wish Stewart every success as he 

now leaves the junior movement and 
joins the senior ranks. With guidance 
Stewart will progress and continue his 
outstanding competitive performances and 
we wish him every success. 

Brad Hoban got one. 

JUNIOR BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIP PLACINGS 
NIPPERS- MacM-ASTERS BEACH 

7 YEARS: 
Flags - Q. Fyffe (1) 
Wade-S. Kidd (1) 

8 YEARS: 
Flags- B. Hoban (2) 
Swim- D. Love (1) 
Sprint- B. Short (1) 
Relay - Avoca (3) 

9 YEARS: · 
Swim- P. Broadbent (1), H. Jones (2) 
Board - H. Jones (1), P. Broadbent 

(2) 

10 YEARS: 
Relay - Avoca (3) 
Board - D. Noble (3) 

11 YEARS: 
Flags- J. Kidd (1) 
Sprint- J. Kidd (1), M. Tamblyn (2) 
Relay - Avoca (1) 

12 YEARS: 
Swim- P. Lemmon (1) 
Board - M. Sainsbury (1) 

13 YEARS: 
Swim - S. Jackson (1); A. Robinson 

(2) 

Board -A. Robinson (1) 

Junior Surf Teams: Avoca (1) 

Junior Cameron Relay: Avoca (3) 

Senior lronman: S. Jackson (1), 
A. Robinson (2) 

Senior Surf Teams: Avoca (1) 

Senior Board Rescue: Avoca (1) and (2) 

Senior Cameron Relay: Avoca (1) and (2) 

Senior R.&R.: Avoca (3) 

SECOND OVERALL POINT SCORE 

5 YEARS: 

Flags - K. Middleton (2) 
Relay - Avoca (2) 
Wade- K. Middleton (2) 

NIPPERETTES- COPACABANA 
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6 YEARS: 
Sprint--s. Jones (1), J. Baker (2) 
Flags- K. Hoban (1), J. Baker (2) 
Wade- K. Hoban (1), S. Jones (2) 
Relay- Avoca (1) 



8 YEARS: 
Sprint- K. Baker (1) 
Flags - K. Baker (1) 

9 YEARS: 
Sprint - E. Minnis (1) 
Flags- E. Minnis (1) 
Swim - A. Clapshaw (2), N. Hoban (3) 
Relay - Avoca {2) 

10 YEARS: 
Swim - S. Mills {1) 
Board - S. Mills (1), V. Riley (2), L. 

· Nowland (3) 
Relay- Avoca (2) 

11 YEARS: 
Swim - B. Jones (3) 

12 YEARS: 
Swim - K. Hinchcliffe (1) 

13 YEARS: 
Sprint- B. Welsh (1) 
Flags - D. Schull (1) 

Junior Swim Team: Avoca (2) 
Junior Board Rescue: Avoca (3) 
Junior Iron Maid: S. Mills (1) 
Junior Cameron: Avoca (1) 

Swim- B. Welsh (1) 
Relay- Avoca (1) and (2) 

14 YEARS: 
Sprint- J. Minnis (1), J. Hoban (3) 
Flags - J. Hoban (1)~ D. Semmler (2) 
Swim- M. McKenzie (1) 
Relay- Avoca (1) 

15 YEARS: 
Sprint-S. Paterson (1), S. Wilson (3) 
Flags- S. Paterson (1) 
Swim - S. Paterson (1), L. Benson 

(2) 

16 YEARS: 
Sprint- A. Dorrell (2) 
Flags - A. Dorrell (2) 
Swim- L. Wilson (1), A. Dorrell (2) 

17 YEARS: 
Swim - K. Hoban (1) 

18 YEARS: 
Sprint- A. Dorrell (2) 

Swim -A. Dorrell (2) 

Intermediate Board: S. Paterson (1), M. McKenzie (2), J. Minnis (3) 
Intermediate Iron Maid: S. Paterson (1), M. McKenzie (2), K. Hinchcliffe (3) 
Intermediate Swim Team: Avoca (1) and (2) 
Intermediate Rescue: Avoca (1}, (2) and (3) 
Intermediate R.&R.: Avoca (1) and (2) 
Senior Board: L. Wilson {1) 
Senior Iron Maid: L. Wilson (1) 
Senior Swim Team: Avoca (1) 
Senior Rescue: Avoca (1) and (2) 
Senior R.&R.: Avoca (1) 
March Past: Avoca (2) 

1st OVERALL POINT SCORE 

JUNIOR N.S.W. CHAMPIONSHIPS - UMINA 24-2-1980 

1st 9 years Board: P. Broadbent 
1st 13 years Board: A. Robinson 
2nd 8 years Swim: D. Love 
2nd 8 years Sprint: B. Short 
2nd 11 years Sprint: J. Kidd 
2nd 11 years Relay: J. Kidd/M. Tamblyn/A. Demiri/J. Knibb 
2nd Senior Cameron Relay: S. Jackson, A. Robinson, D. Byrne 
3rd 13 years Swim: S. Jackson 

FINALIST 
7 years Wade: S. Kidd 
8 years .flags: B. Hoban 
8 years Swim: G. Hughes 
8 years Relay: M. Frogley/B. Hoban/8. Short/S. Byrne 
9 years Swim: P. Broadbent, H. Jones 
11 years Flags: J. Kidd 
11 years Sprint: M. Tamblyn 
12 years Swim: P. Lemmon , 
12 years Relay: P. Lemmon/M. Guthman/C. Lapworth/K. Collins 
Junior Surf Teams: D. Love/P. Broadbent/D. Noble 
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NIPPERETTES INTER BRANCH- SHELLY BEACH 

5 YEARS: 
Sprint- K. Middleton (1) 
Wade - K. Middleton (1) 
Relay - Avoca (1) 

6 YEARS: 
Sprint-S. Jones (1) 
Flags- S. Jones (1) 
Wade-S. Jones (1), K. Hoban (2) 
Relay- Avoca (1) 

7 YEARS: 
Sprint- K. Baker (1) 

8 YEARS: 
Swim- K. Faulkner (3) 

9 YEARS: 
Sprint- E. Minnis (2) 
Flags - E. Minnis (1) 
Swim - A. Clapshaw (2) 

10 YEARS: 
Swim-S. Mills (1) 
Board- V. Riley (1) 
Relay - Avoca (3) 

11 YEARS: 
Relay- Avoca (3) 

13 YEARS: 
Sprint - B. Welsh (1), D. Schull (2), 

N. Jackson (3) 
Flags- D. Schull (1), S. Livingston (2) 
Swim- B. Welsh (1) 
Board- B. Welsh (1) 

14 YEARS: 
Sprint - J. Hoban (1), D. Semmler 

(2), J. Minnis (3) 
Flags- D. Semmler (1), J. Hoban (2) 
Board - J. Minnis (1) 

15 YEARS: 
Sprint-S. Paterson (2) 
Flags- S. Paterson (1) 
Swim-S. Paterson (1) 
Board-S. Paterson (1) 

16 YEARS: 
Sprint- A. Dorrell (1) 
Flags- A. Dorrell (1) 
Swim- L. Wilson (1) 
Relay - Avoca (3) 
Board- L. Wilson (1), S. Bisgrove (2) 

17 YEARS: 
Sprint- K. Hoban (3) 
Flags- K. Hoban (1) 
Swim - K. Hoban (2) 
Relay- Avoca (1) 

18 YEARS: 
Sprint- A. Dorrell (1) 
Flags - A. Dorrell (2) 
Swim - A. Dorrell (2) 

Senior Board Rescue -Avoca (1) 

Senior Cameron- Avoca (2) 

Senior R.&R.- Avoca (1) 

March Past- Avoca (3) 

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

If I were to be asked what was the 
most satisfying and stimulating happen
ing in my lifetime, I would reply without 
hesitation, "Our book and our 50th An· 
niversary celebrations." The way the book 
has been received and the enthusiasm 
with which members, past and present, 
participated in our functions, coupled with 
the warmth and sincerity with which 
people congratulated Ds, is reward enough 
for us all. 

What a project! Nearly two years of 
compiling and planning, filled with all 
of the imaginable frustrations and delays, 
and it came to a head with the release 
of our book at our Reunion on Friday 
evening, 16th November, 1979. 
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Today, almost seven months after the 
event, I find it difficult not to become 
emotional when I think of the total co
operation, understanding and effort that 
you all afforded me in my endeavours. I 
single no one person out. It was a Club 
and Supporter team effort. Sincerely, 
thank you on behalf of myself and the 
Club. 

On the following pages you will find 
a complete summary of the events that 
occurred at the official reunion and a 
summary of the other celebrations which 
formed part of our 50th Anniversary Cele
brations. 

TED POOLE, 
Co-Ordinator 



When they celebrate - they celebrate. 
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REPORT COMPILED BY TED POOLE 

REUNION - held at the Central Coast Leagues Club, Main Auditorium, 

Dane Drive, Gosford at 7.30 p.m., 16th November, 1979 

Official attendance: 730 

At 8 p.m. sharp the "Choir" opened 
proceedings by singing "Advance Aus· 
tralia Fair" and then performed their 
rendition of "This Is Our 50 Year Day" 
(sung to the tune of "Once A Year Day" 
from The Pyjama Game by Rogers and 
Hammerstein), with the following lyrics:-

THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 
day 

FELT the mornin sun and knew that 
THIS was our FIFTY year day, FIFTY 

year day 
Even got a kiss from you, 
I fell like hoppin up and down like a 

kangaroo 
Jumpin fences - climen trees, 
What pleases me is what I'll do, cause 
THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY. year 

day 
EVERYONE'S entitled to be wild, be a 

child, 
Be a goof, raise the roof, 
WHILE IT'S HERE. 

Chorus: 

THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 
day 

While it's here we're jumpin fences 
THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 

day 
While it's here we lose our senses. 
Look at Brycie by the barn kissin Katy's 

ear. 
Brycie's wife is fighten mad 
WE'RE GLAD IT'S ONLY WHILE WE'RE 

HERE 
Look at Richard Holdhisweep, claims 

he's 53, 
Actin like he's twenty-two 
He's chasin Peggy up a tree, cause 
THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 

day 
Everyone's entitled to be wild, be a 

child, 
Be a goof, raise the roof, 
WHILE WE'RE HERE. 

THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 
day 

While it's here we're jumpin fences 
THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 

day 
While it's here we lose our senses. 
Look at Brycie by the barn kissin Katy's 

ear. 
Brycie's wife is tighten mad 
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WE'RE GLAD IT'S ONLY WHILE WE'RE 
HERE 

Look at Richard Holdhisweep, claims 
he's 53, 

Actin like he's twenty-two 
He's chasin Peggy up a tree, cause 
THIS is our FIFTY year day, FIFTY year 

day 
Everyone's entitled to be wild, be a 

child, 
Be a goof, raise the roof, 
ONCE IN FIFTY YEARS. 

Compere, BOB CAIRNCROSS, gave the 
welcoming address: 

"I'll introduce myself first of all: Bob 
Cairncross. I've been a member of the 
Club for a very short time, over 50 years 
anyway. Seven years is all I've been able 
to achieve in fifty but in that time I 
think I've come to know what this Surf 
Club is all about. I don't think I'd be re
miss in saying that everybody here to
night knows what it's about too, whether 
you're a member, an associate member 
or the wife of a member. 

I'd like to first of all welcome our of
ficial guests, of whom we have quite a 
few and I'm sure you'll be able to see 
why we welcome these people who are 

Bob Cairncross looking serious. 



Byrce Norman reading his speech. 

here for various reasons. I won't go 
through all the reasons but I would like 
to read the list, because I've got a fair 
memory but it's not quite this good. 

First of all I'd like to welcome the 
Shire President, Councillor Don Leggett. 
Secondly I'd like to welcome Mr Barry 
Cohen and Mrs Cohen. For those of you 
who aren't sure who Barry is, Australians 
being politically ignorant, he's the present 
Member for Robertson. Sorry about that. 
Our next guest is Mr Brian McGowan and 
Mrs McGowan. For the benefit of our 
visitors, Mr McGowan is the Member for 
Gosford. Our next guest is Mr. Alan Whelp
ton, or "Fabbo" as he is better known 
to most of us, the National President of 
the Surf Life Saving Association of Aus
tralia. Next we have Mr Ron Buist, the 
State President of the Surf Life Saving 
Association of Australia. I didn't have a . 
chance to tell you, they did bring their 
wives. Next, John Rosewell, President of 
the Central Coast Branch, and Malvie. 
Ronny (the "Rat") Stevens, the Branch 
Superintendent, and Mrs Stevens. Anyone 
who wants to tell me why he's called 
Ronny the Rat, or wants to ask me why, 
send him over to me. Next, Mr and Mrs, 
and I hope this is right - I had a bit 
of an argument back stage - Mr Gary 
Shiels, President of the North Bondi Surf 
Club. North Bondi has had a very long 
association with Avoca and that's the rea
son why Mr Shiels and his wife are here 
tonight. Mr and Mrs Ray Smee. Mr Frank 
Payne is known to us and those people 
who have been around surf life saving 
for longer than I have. I was nearly going 
to say "Bantam" and his wife but I 'd 
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better not say that. Mr and Mrs Ron Field. 
Major Arthur Brown. And I'll group the 
last three together because they are the 
media representatives this evening: Mr 
and Mrs Vernon Arbie from the Central 
Coast Express, Mr and Mrs Roy Dibben 
from the Gosford Star, and last but cer
tainly not least, probably the people who 
do a lot for surf life saving on the coast, 
Mr and Mrs Bob Scott of 2GO. 

When I read through the Friday even
ing reunion programme, which I got in 
the mail about a fortnight ago, I noticed 
that I had to give the welcoming address 
and introductions. I've given the introduc
tions and I don't intend to give a very long 
welcoming address because I don't think 
it's my function tonight. But I do think 
it's my function to properly introduce our 
first guest speaker because I think if 
Avoca was to have a king, this chap 
would be the King of Avoca. Now he'd 
wear the crown if they gave him one, 
he'd wear the gown if they gave him 
one. Tonight will be the first time in five 
years I've seen Bryce Norman with a pair 
of shoes on. I think he might have them 
on because he dropped his chain saw 
on his foot the other day and cut his 
toes. To be more serious . . . 'ast year, 
I think it was, at the surf club we had 
what was probably the most moving oc
casion for me that I've even been to, and 
that was the opening of the Life Member 
Board. Tonight I think has the same sort 
of feeling about it, although perhaps it's 
not quite as serious as it's a chance to 
meet and renew old acquaintances. 

Tonight, I think, having Bryce speak 
first epitomises what our surf club is all 
about. He gives a lot of time and a lot 
of effort, and he asks no reward. And I 
mean that. There aren't many peop'e like 
that. This fellow asks for no reward at al.l 
And in saying that, I introduce Mr Bryce 
Norman, President of Avoca Surf Club." 

Mr BRYCE NORMAN: 
"Well, I'm going to read this off the 

paper, ladies and gentlemen, because per
sonally I'm not a real good speaker, but 
anyway . . . Distinguished guests, past 
members, fellow members, ladies and 
gentlemen. The Avoca Surf Life Saving 
Club welcomes you here tonight and over 
the long weekend to celebrate not only 
50 years of surf life saving at Avoca 
Beach but also the friendships that have 
been formed and cemented over· those 
50 years. To those members who have 
supported us who are unable to be with 
us, we fee l and we are sure that our 
thoughts will be with you . Fifty years is 
a long time and the people of the villages 
of Avoca and Kincumber of that era must 
be highly commended on their swift acti('\ .. 



The Boys could not be out done. 

Some of the crowd at the Reunion. 
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in the formation of this club within one 
week of the double drowning tragedy that 
happened there. Of course the Surf Club 
must have its active, qualified lifesavers, 
and the two foundation bronze medallion 
squads that trained and went for their 
awards and passed on the 7th April, 
1929. That was a matter of 3 months 
after the formation of the club. The 
members of these two bronze squads 
are the fellows we look upon as the grass 
roots of the club and these are the blokes 
that must be mentioned here tonight. Of 
the 12, seven have passed on and they 
were Charles Grey, Ted Kearns, Bruce 
Lindsay, Bert Moloney, Wallie Pickett, 
Norm Mcleod and George Whiting. The 
remaining five are with us here tonight 
and I'm going to ask the remaining five 
to stand so everybody here can see them 
and recognise them because these fellows 
all deserve it. And those five that are 
here are Alan Frost, Adrian Pickett, Dick 
Pickett, Jack Pickett. And the last one is 
Sid Whiting. 

Of course, these chaps had to be train· 
ed. A chap from North Bondi, by the 
name of Alf Smee, who was an instructor 
with the North Bondi club, used to come 
to Avoca at weekends. Alf not only trained 
this squad but also formed a strong alii· 
ance between the two clubs, which was 
of very great assistance during the forma
tive years. Alf has since passed on but 
we have with us tonight his son, Ray. 
I'm sorry that Ray's w1fe is not here with 
us tonight but he has his son with him 
- I think it's Michael - and we'd like 
to thank you Ray for all the work A'f did 
with us. As Bob said, Gary Shie~s is also 
here, and over the years we've sort of 
drifted apart but I know that during the 
last three years our members have made 
reciprocal visits so we're getting back to
gether again. 

As the years passed the club went 
through many phases, almost defunct 
during the war years, 1939 to 1945, but 
we still had a few very young blokes 
around the buildings and a lot of the o!d· 
er fe'lows that just went on. Those all 
saw the beginning of an era and as mem· 
bers began· to join from the city, es
pecially from the Lidcombe-Auburn area. 
These feliows travelled up by train and 
bus to spend the weekend in the old 
clubhouse which was at this time moved 
down to the corner of the beach, and 
whi!e there's a few of you here tonight, 
they know how easy it was. It was just 
like the Waldorf Astoria, I think. 

As we moved on the clubhouse became 
too small. We were stuck for room for the 
boys to s!eep and as gear, surfboards and 
skis were coming in and we had no
where to leave them, so after much de
bate it was decided to build a new club-

48 

house. And again, the local people of the 
area really came forward here. They help· 
ed us out with interest-free loans, and 
they also helped with the building pro· 
gramme. Actual;y, that'club we see today 
was built by voluntary labour, every part 
of it, and we feel that these are the c-haps 
who deserve a big hand here tonight. The 
ones who helped - there's quit~ a few 
around ... From then on, the club 
moved from strength to strength as the 
new members came along. We formed the 
Nippers section, the Nipperettes section, 
there were changes in administration, un· 
til tonight you can look back and every
one can say, "Well, it certainly was worth 
the effort." Over the ,years your Ladies 
Auxiliary was part of the backbone of the , 
club and, to all the ladies, all th~ club 
say - enjoy this weekend. beca:use we~re 
proud to tell you everything: went we,IL 

To the Central Coast Branch, State and 
National Councils and, of course, the 
Board of Examiners, we thank you for the 
help and co-operation that we have en· 
joyed over the past fifty years. For without 
the organisation of these bodies the surf 
life saving movement definite'y would not 
have the prestige it does today. 

Avoca Beach has always enjoyed a 
good liaison with the other clubs, not 
on~y on the Central Coast but throughout 
Australia. We have made a lot of friends 
in other clubs and in discussing things 
with other clubs and their members we 
find that you not only broaden your out· 
look but you become part of the whole 
scene that goes on. 

To the press, radio and T.V., we thank 
you for the coverage over the years, and 
we feel that it will continue. Over the fifty 
years much finance has had to be raised. 

This was to keep the c'ub functioning 
and we thank all those people who have 
he'ped in raising money in any way. Also, 
any donor, who assistance is much ap
preciated, and to our three tiers of gov· 
ernment for the help they have given. 

Just here I want to say one thing. I 
want to apologise to our members who 
are under 18 years of age. We do not 
allow them in here. But there'll be a 
chance over the weekend for the older 
members and current ones to get to know 
one another and it wi'l certainly be that 
they'll be keen to talk to you and find 
out what went on fifty years ago. 

In closing, ladies and gentlemen. You 
are all members and supporters of Avoca 
Beach Surf Life Saving Club and it is 
through your dedication to the movement, 
your participation in competition and all 
tbe aspects {)f club administration and 
activity that has carried us through those 
fifty years. And, knowing the younger 
generation that are involved, the Avoca 
Surf Life Saving Club can look forward 



Then Ted Poole said a few words. 

Only way we could get him off t he stage 
was to give him someth ing. 

with the greatest confidence. 
Thank you ladies and gentlemen." 

"NOSTALGIA," a collection of slides 
depicting the history of the club, was 
presented by Mr Ted Poole, with the fol · 
lowing narrat ion: 
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Your beginning was small, no laughter 
at a ll, 

Two gi rls had been drowned was the 
cause. 

There was Heazlett and Halloran, Chas. 
Grey and AI Frost, 

Ted Kerns, Bruce Lindsey, John Har
pur, 

Mcleod and Maloney and Whitings of 
two 

And Bowcocks and Wests with a care. 
And among all the rest who went for 

the test 
There were Picketts and Picketts and 

Picketts. 

Fund raising was tough and yet sure 
enough, 

The ladies were there with a cake. 

Your clubhouse sat back on a sand
bank and track 

And you needed some colours to take. 
So after a chew over green, gold and 

blue. 
You finished with fawn and black. 

Alf Smee gave a hand with his North 
Bondi band 

Of surfers and stalwarts and such. 
The first boat was fine and the crew 

stood in line 
But the fishermen just musn't touch. 

Your swimmers weren't great like their 
Terrigal mate 

Who helped with formation and drill. 
Vic White with his might could swim 

out of sight 
Like Avoca was just standing still. 

The years rolled on by. Said you, with 
a sigh, 

"We need a new boat like we've seen. 
We'll win all our races and be a good 

crew, 
And call her the first Surf Queen." 

The Scrooge said, "Now wait! What 
money to make. 

We're broke, we'll all go t o jail. 
Fund raisi ng was tough and yet sure 

enough, 
The ladies were there with a cake. 

The strong wind did blow so south you 
would go 

With your clubhouse and boatshed and 
gear. 

The war near at hand depleted your 
band, 

Your club work sti lled by its fear. 

Around forty-five you came back alive, 
But what happened during the war? 
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You can't tell us such but we're sure 
there is much 

Known to the old beach store. 

A new band came in, the oldies were 
thin 

But determined to fill up your ranks. 
McKinnon and Thompson and Ran

some and Lumb 
And Benson and Ross and more. 
We tell them done well and thanks. 

Your meetings were general though 
not always merry, 

Sometimes loud with abuse and de
bate. 

You rebuilt the scene, restructured the 
team 

And it's worked quite well, Fred Perry·. 

Your club work was busy, what set you 
a tizzy was 

"We need a new boat like we've seen." 
The Scrooge said, "Now, wait. What 

money to make. 
We're broke we'll all go to jail." 

Fund raising was tough and yet sure 
enough, 

The ladies were there with a cake. 

That was the end of the establishment 
era. Things happened. They started to 
happen quickly. You became involved in 
all sorts of activities. It was from this 
point onward the popularity of the club 
increased and the number of members 
increased through this popularity and the 
promoted use of the bunkroom. You saw 
the necessity for better premises and you 
planned well. You built with your own 
hands. You borrowed money and you 
raised money and you paid your debts. 

You increased your activity in com
petition and Branch and Board of Ex
aminer affairs and you became involved 
in establishing the juvenile ·movem~nt for 
young boys and later young girls. Yoll 
have proven beyond doubt the value of 
family involvement. You toured Queens
land, Tasmania, Victoria , South Australia, 
West Australia and thoroughly your own 
state. You represented us in South-East 
Asia, New Zealand, United States of 
America and the British Isles. You've 
made your mistakes and you've paid the 
price. You have had laughter and you've 
had your tears·. We hope that you can be 
as proud of us in the years to come as 
we are of you for the years past. 

apologies but I didn't. I thought I'd leave 
them until after Bryce had spoken anct_ 
Ted's slides had appeared on the screen. 

Our apologies this evening, and I 
notice that one of the gentlemen, whose 
apology I h~ve in front of me - in one 
of the slides of laying the foundation 
stone of the latest club building, His 
Honour Sir Adrian Curlewis, former long
serving president of the Surf Life Saving 
Association ·of Australia. Other apologies 
are from Harry and May Vickery, Bill and 
Joan Hicks, Trevor and Clem Gallard from 
South Australia, Mrs Elizabeth Moloney, 
Mrs Vi Thompson, Oily and Emily Bellamy, 
and also one from Bob Grace from Port
land, Oregon (U.S.A.). Bob has sent a 
message to us but it can be read out 
tomorrow evening. 

Our next speaker is another gentleman ""' 
who is, I think, cast in the same mould 
as Bryce. John Rosewell has been the 
Branch President for some time now. He's 
the same type of person. I find this a 
lot in lifesaving. It's a case of, "I'll do 
it - I don't really want any reward." I 
think John, again, is a person who has 
made the Central Coast · Branch probably 
the most progressive branch in surf life 
saving in this country." 

Mr JOHN ROSEWELL: 
"Thank you, Chairman Robert. Presi

dent Bryce Norman, Mr Ted Poole and 
the other organisers of course for this 
evenings function, the members of Avoca 
Beach, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen. It's my privilege and pleasure 
to represent here tonight the Surf Life 
Saving Association of Australia as the 
President of the Central Coast Branch, 
and also a further pleasure to confirm 
our welcome this evening on . behalf of 
the Association, including our immediate 
past President, Frank Payne, our State 
President and his good lady, Ron ·Buist, 
and of course our National President, . 
Alan Whe!pton and his wife Helen, who 
indeed are no strangers to Avoca Beach. 

I won't take up too much of your time 
this evening but I think anybody that 
does know me will know of my intense 
interest and concern for the welfare of 
surf life saving on the Central Coast, and 
it's in this respect that we are most ap
preciative to the Avoca Beach · Surf Life 
Saving Club for what it has meant to 
surf life saving on the Central Coast 
over the last fifty years. My association 
with Avoca Beach has covered about 
thirty-five years of those fifty and that 
has involved many pleasant memories and 

Compere, BOB CAIRNCROSS: a lot of feeling for the c'ub. Now I've 
"Thanks very much, Ted. Before I in- had the opportunity to express those feel -

traduce our next speaker - I did this ings in much more detail in the wonder-
deliberately. Ted might think I forgot the ful commemorative book that has been 
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issued by the Club to mark this particular 
occasion, so I think we'll just leave it go 
at that for . the time being and will now 
say thank you Avoca Beach, for what 
you've done over the past fifty years, 
and the best of luck for what you're going 
to do in the next fifty years. Thank you, 
ladies and gentiemen." 

After John's speech we were entertain
ed by Mr Carter Edwards and a presenta
tion was made to Ted Poole by the Club 
Captain, Graham Love (a typical Greg 
Jarmaine caricature). From then on the 
handshaking, backslapping, cheek-peck
ing and do-you-remember-when's took 
over. The organisers breathed a big sigh 
of relief and everyone thoroughly en
joyed themselves. 

SATURDAY, 17th NOVEMBER, 1979: 
6 a.m. saw the start of a Champagne 

and Chicken breakfast and, believe it or 
not, some people were capable of attend
ing. In fact, one or two hadn't been to 
bed at all. · 

A- Club mobi!e cavalcade depicting pre
sent day .lifesaving equipment and tech
niques and some earlier equipment par
aded through Gosford and Kincumber to 
be met and accompanied by marchers at 
Avoca Oval, preceding them to the c'ub
house and the presentation and launch
ing of our new surf boat. After a light 
luncheon an impromptu carnival of sorts 
took place, the highlight of which was the 
rea 1isation by older members, both ladies 
and gent'emen, who took part, that phys
ical fitness and surfing go together. A lot 

Some were hungry. 
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of fun and a few surprises! 
The Men's Smoko on the Saturday 

night afforded people the opportunity to 
see those whom they had missed the 
night before or through the day and 
others who had not been able to attend 
other functions, the opportunity to renew 
acquaintances. 

The timing of the various programmes 
went without a hitch, including the arrival 
of a school of performing dolphins right 
on cue.-

Max Sainsbury at the Men's Smoko. 

Some were well dressed but thirsty as 
usual. 



L.-R.: Jeff King, Lester Pearson, Brian .Goffett, Eddy Baker - always tum up when 
· there's a free beer. 

The Boys at the Smoko. 

SUNDAY, 18th November, 1979- was 
an open ·day and a "Back to Avoca" day. 
The district Antique and Classic Car Club, 
displaying suitable signs and ribbons, 
paraded to Avoca Beach, but largely it 
was a day of rest and recovery. The in-

. side walls of the clubhouse were adorned 
with enlargements of our book's pages 
and provided many with opportune talk-
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ing points. 
During the rest of that week our efforts 

were concentrated on book sales each 
day in Marketown. 

The celebrations culminated on Sat
urday, 24th, at our Open Annual Carnival 
which was well attended in perfect·· 
weather. 



Mobile cavalcade in Gosford. 

The leaders of the March. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY RELATING TO THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

AS AT 20-6-80 

REUNION 

Sale of Tickets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,407.50 
Less Accounts Paid ................ 4,494.39 

Cr. $913.11 

NOTE: 
The above projects have been carried 

out with minimum affect on the Club's 
General Fund. 

Our Club is indebted to Robbie and 
.Helen Pickett of. Gosford Printing Com
·pany, not only for their advice· and help, 
but also for carrying our Club's debt. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDENDUM 

Gentlemen, 
First Jet me express my appreciation 

to our Secretary Barry Jones for present
ing this report to you as it fully covers 
the activities of the club for the 1979-80 
season. 

The 1979-80 season heralded our 50th 
year of surf life saving at Avoca Beach 
and various activities were conducted to 
celebrate that occasion. Those activities 
were a great success bringing together 
todays members with the people who 
formed our club and those who have 
assisted and guided it through the past 
50 years. To Ted Poole and the others 
involved, this club will be forever grate
ful for the work, time and organisation 
that was needed to present our celebra
tions and to collocate and edit the book, 
"Why And Later" which depicts 50 years 
of life saving at Avoca Beach and general 
involvement of the communities of the 
Avoca and Kincumber villages. 

The most pleasing aspect of this report 
is to read that this club finished first in 
the Central Coast Branch Patrol Efficiency 
and Club Of The Year competitions. Pat
rol efficiency is what life saving is all 
about. To win both these competitions is 
a great feat and to all members my deep
est appreciation for a job well done. 

Our club enjoyed another successful 
season in all phases of competition and 
I commend all members involved as it is 
a very arduous and time consuming effort 
required to reach the top in todays com
petitive sphere. To Bryce Ellis (Austra
lian Cadet Board Display Champion) and 
Brad Paterson (member of the N.S.W. 

BOOK .. WHY ... AND LATER" 

Sale of Books, incl. postage 

Donations received ............. . 

LESS Accounts paid 5,835.40 

0/Standing A/c. 
(Gosford Printing) 3,500.00 

Dr. 

5,521.92 

999.00 

$6,520.92 

9,335.40 

$2,814.48 

Stock on hand (Books) at cost $6,000.00 

State Team) mine and the club's con
gratulations for your achievements. 
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Also, the club's congratulations must 
go to the Central Coast Branch Team on 
their great success at the Inter Branch 
Championships which placed this Branch 
first competitively in N.S.W. 

The gaining of 93 life saving awards 
during the season is very pleasing and 
it augurs well for the future. My regards 
to all recipients of awards and to our 
Chief Instructor, Peter Kelly, thanks for 
a job well done. 

The club passed through the 1979-80 
season on a very strict financial budget, 
and I believe finances will become more 
difficult in future years. Therefore, I feel 
most grateful to any person, firm or or
ganisation who has assisted this club in 
any way financially throughout the sea-

The close liaison enjoyed between the 
club and the nippers and nipperettes is 
most beneficial and I believe their in
volvement has a great bearing on the 
future of the club. 

To the ladies Auxiliary, many thanks 
once more for a job well done. 

On the social scene Eric and his com
mittee had a very busy season and I 
would like to see more members make 
themselves available to assist in this 
field. 

Over the season the Club's Executtve 
and Management Committees dealt with 
many varied questions. In doing so im
partially and with acceptance of the re
sulting outcome, whether in favour or 
not, the Club's Administration has con
tinued on an even keel. Also I think the 
conducting of the "think tank" is a step 
in the right direction as it allows the 



rank and file member to air their views 
and it brings our committee closer to 
the. man on the beach. 

The granting of Life Membership to Col 
Barker, Dick Gee and Ted Poole was the 
highlight of the last Annual General Meet
ing. Mine and the club's deepest appre
ciation to these chaps for their service 
and dedication over many years. It is 
fellows like these who rriake our club 
what it is today. 

To the Central Coast Branch and 
Board of Examiners. our thanks for your 
help and co-operation over the past sea
son. 

looking forward to the 1980-81 sea
son I believe we should reassess our 
patrols, competition and finance, with an 
aim of looking for the most practical way·· 
we can benefit the surfing public at 
Avoca Beach. 

With the introduction of females to the 
Movement as at July lst, 1980 it is my 
opinion that we should accept the fact 
and compliment it to the benefit of the 
club, otherwise I feel we are only putting 
our heads in the sand. 

In closing I would like to inform the 
club I will not be standing for the posi
tion of President next season. I would, 
therefore like to thank all those people 

I have been associated with over the 
years in all phases of club life for their 
assistance which has made my years as 
your President a m9st enjoyable and sat
isfying experience. 

lastly fellow members I wish you all 
a happy and successful season in 1980-
81. 

BRYCE. NORMAN, 
President 

CONCLUSION 

In closing this report I would like to 
thank all members for what they have 
contributed throughout the season, every 
little bit helps. 

We celebrated our · fi'rst 50 years this 
season so let us look to the next 50 
commencing with next season. To those 
who criticise our efforts we ask you to 
come forward and give us the benefit of 
your knowledge. 

·To all members who receive this report, 
we hope you will be with us next season 
to allow us to continue our "vigilance 
and service." 

Thank you. 
BARRY JONES, 
Hon. Secretary 

Mark Walters in Action. 
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People come from everywhere to see a new boat launching. 

The new fibreglass boat in the water for the first time. 






